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Visit us at our official web site:  
http:/barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com/

hordshordsCC
anyonanyon

Singing every Thursday at 7:00 PM, Community
United Methodist Church of Olathe

January 2012
Vol. 28 Number 1

Registered QuartetsRegistered QuartetsRegistered Quartets   
 

Fastlane 
 (with Denver Mile High) 

Paul Dover   
303 471-2105  

magicdover@comcast.net 
 

Grace Notes   
Jerry Hooper   
303 278-1762  

JerMarHooper@aol.com 
 

Ignition!  
 (with Denver Mile High) 

Curtis Terry   
303 364-5800  

curlymt@comcast.net 
 

Rocky Mountain Magic 
Dick Cable 

303 973-9217  
dac2934@gmail.com 

 

Joyful Noise   
Tony Pranaitis   
303 233-6234  

TonyChiro@juno.com 
 

The Orange Pineapples 
 (with Denver Mile High) 

Curtis Terry   
303 364-5800  

curlymt@comcast.net 
 

UltraSoniX   
Damian Berger   
720 962-6527  

damian@e-oasis.com 

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!    
 

Happy Birthday 
  
 Stu Bellack Dec  09 
 Carl Finley Dec  09 
 Ron Skabo Dec  09 
 Barbara Ann Cable Dec  20 
 Keith Peterson Dec  21  
 Eric DeGraff Dec  31 
   

Happy Anniversary 
 

Glen and Mary McLaughlin  
December  11 

 

If your birthday and/or  
anniversary is not listed, 

I don’t have it   

   
Holiday Harmony 

Dec 17 
 

Winter Wonderland 
Home For the Holidays 

Silent Night 
O Holy Night 

Little Drummer Boy (new) 
Mary Did You Know (new) 

Jingle Bells 
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 

Caroling, Caroling 
O Come All Ye Faithful 

Coventry Carol 
White Christmas 

We Wish You A Merry Christmas 

Pick up quartets are 
 fun and useful! 

There’s always the opportunity to sing in 
a quartet, even a little fifth wheeling (or 

six) depending on your needs and whims 

Max and Joe, our newest singers, learning "Heart of my 
Heart."   

Rex Abelein, Ron Skabo, guests Max Delmonico 
and Joe                   , Don Groomer and Doug Kulesa 

Jeff Maen, our newest bass, learning "Let me call you 
sweetheart."  

 

Jerry Hooper, Joe Gibson, Greg Seebart, 
Jeff Maen, Keith Peterson 

 

PHOTOS: PRISCILLA SHAW 

Pick-up quarteting after rehearsal.   

Ralph Fennell, Al Klinger, Ted Cluett, Del Miller 
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Member of PROBE, the Rocky Mountain District, and the Barbershop Harmony Society   
We sing Tuesdays, 7:30-10:00 pm, Edgewater Community Church, 2497 Fenton St., Edgewater, Colo. 80214  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 2010 BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR  JERRY HOOPER 
 

  

Congratulations!Congratulations!  
It  has been  over 10 years since Mountain Talk 

was published 12 times in one year.  
Thank you! Chapter support was incredible! 

Official “VOICE” of the Denver MountainAires Chapter, Denver, ColoradoOfficial “VOICE” of the Denver MountainAires Chapter, Denver, ColoradoOfficial “VOICE” of the Denver MountainAires Chapter, Denver, Colorado   

Vol. 34, No. 12  Dec.  2011                                 mountainaires.com                          Guests always welcome!           

If you don’t know what theVol.28 Number 1 means, 
you are not alone.  It means this is the beginning of 
28 years of publishing this bulletin every month.  
Yep, 28 years of putting this rag in your mail box 
and now, your e-mail box.  What a trip.  

IF YOU SEE A MAN ... 
Who is jolly and cute
And is sporting a beard 
with a red flannel suit, 
 
And if he is chuckling 
and laughing away, 
While flying around 
in a miniature sleigh,

With eight tiny reindeer 
to pull him along, 
Then we’d better face 
it...
Your eggnog's too 
strong!

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com/
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CANYON CHORDS is the official 
monthly publication of the Black 
Canyon Barbershop Chorus known as 
the Montrose, Colorado, chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
Opinions stated in this bulletin are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the 
Editor, or possibly even the stated 
author.  

2012 CHAPTER OFFICERS
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown 
after office)

PRESIDENT (2013)
! Larry Wilkinson!
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
! Larry Wilkinson
SECRETARY (2012)
! Chuck Frush!
TREASURER (2012)
! Rex Pierson!
PROGRAM VP (2013)
! Larry Cooper
MEMBERSHIP VP (2012)
! Kevin Cohenour !
PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2013)
! Dennis Olmstead!
MUSIC VP (2013)
! David Stannard!
PUBLICATIONS VP (???)
! Bill Sutton!
MUSIC COMMITTEE
! Open
CHAPTER HISTORIAN  (appointed)
! Tom Chamberlain!
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 yr terms) 
! Bob Brethouwer !
! Tim Davis
! Del Dyck
! John Taylor
MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
! MaryAnn Rathburn
! Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
! Carol Morrell
SUNSHINE GUY (appointed)
! Rex Pierson!

Splinters from the Board

Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does

2012 Show is April 28

Most attendance ever.  Nothing 
good on TV tonight until 9 PM 
when Barny left early.  Must be 
a good show.  

Lots of discussion about Treasurer’s 
Report, mainly because it was so long 
and detailed.   Not sure any answers 
were provided, but it was an impressive 
report.  

MaryAnn passed out the 
latest change in Show 
Songs.  One day it will be 
firm.  To see the latest list, 
go to our website, and the 
2102 Show page.  Surprise.  

Dennis O passed out a list of stuff he 
needs to do his job or PR for our show.  
Lots of details must be considered ... 
Soon.  Or we won’t.  

After cussing and discussion, Rex made a motion that 
Show tickets will be $10 in advance and $15 at the door.  
I’m not sure anyone seconded it, but it passed anyway.  

A motion of sorts was made to have the Installation Banquet at 
the Hampton Inn this year.  Yes, there will be a fee, but they 
will have a wet bar set up for our enjoyment.  Drinks will have 
a fee, too, I’m sure.  Watch your e-mail for any late changes or 
advice.  Or check the calendar on our website.  Latest info 
there as well. 

The traditional 
planning/retreat 
meeting will be held 
on January 28, 2012, at 
the Timberline Bank.   
All officers are 
expected to attend.  It 
will begin at 10 AM 
and last until it is 
done.  Lunch will be 
provided.  

Lots of concerns about Valentine’s Day 
singing simply because we don’t have many 
tenors, like maybe two, or three on the 
best day.  Larry Cooper volunteered to do 
something but I don’t know what it was.  
Ask him.  I’m sure he’ll do it, whatever.  

Superyummy cheesecake from Sally 
Wilkinson made the evening less 
painful.  Oh, man, it was good.  No 
meeting next month except for the 
Planning session at the end of the 
month.  Kind of close to  V-Day, 
but, what the heck.  

Carol has some great 
ideas to increase our 
show attendance.  I’m 
sure we’ll try them.  

We are in dire need for a Donor Chairman.  Tim can’t 
do it because of other obligations.  Will you? 

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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We don’t stop singing because we get 
old, we get old because we stop singing.

Chapter Registered 
Quartets

Blue Denim
Contact: Chuck Frush  249-0543

FOURMATA
Contact:  Bill Sutton 874-9280

Jesus Christ
 Dec. 25
Nick Greear ! Dec. 23
Carl Schultz! Dec. 30
Tom Chamberlain! Jan. 8

No one is in charge of 
your happiness but 

you

Dec 3 
Skyline Christmas Show 

Dec 4 
Westminster Elks Memorial Service 

Dec 10 
Mile High Christmas Show 

Dec 17 
“Holiday Harmony” 

Wheat Ridge High w/High Country  
 

2012 
 

Feb 3-5 
Rocky Mountain Harmony College 

Estes Park 
Feb 13-14 

Singing Valentines Program 
Monday & Tuesday 

March 17 
Annual Chapter Show 

What A Wonderful IRISH WorldWhat A Wonderful IRISH WorldWhat A Wonderful IRISH World   
Metropolis 

Arvada West High School 

Director  
Priscilla Shaw 

Imm. Past President 
Greg Seebart 

At Large 
Doug Kulesa 

At Large 
Nelson McNulty 

Marketing & PR VP 
Ted Cluett 

Program VP 
Rich Phillips 

Music VP 
Jerry Hooper 

Treasurer 
Lee Van Deren 

Youth In Harmony VP 
Tony Pranaitis 

 Membership VP 
Ralph Fennell 

President 
Dick Cable 

2011 Chapter Board of Directors2011 Chapter Board of Directors  

Secretary 
Pete Peterson 

International Convention 
Denver, Colorado 

October 29 - November 3, 2012  
 

Urban sophistication meets outdoor adventure in the 
Mile High City. Experience the world's best  

barbershop performances, thrilling competitions, 
camaraderie and unrivaled music education wrapped 

in some of the most spectacular scenery on earth. 
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Music VP 
 

Jerry Hooper 
  

 

Jerry’s Rules For Jerry’s Rules For Jerry’s Rules For    

Barbershop  Singing Barbershop  Singing Barbershop  Singing    
 

Rule No. 18: Don’t  try to master these rules all at once, 
it’s too much. Concentrate on one or two at a time, and  
practice them EVERY time you sing – whether in the cho-
rus, a quartet, woodshedding in the corner, singing in the 
church choir, or alone in the  shower. You will soon build 
good  singing habits which become automatic – then you 
can concentrate on another rule until IT becomes auto-
matic.  

 

Rule No. 19: After  mastering all the rules, review them 
occasionally and correct any bad habits which may have 
slipped back in.  

 

These two aren’t really “rules” at all; instead they sug-
gest a strategy for making the first 17 rules effective – 
making  them work for you. They don’t  really require much 
explanation. The key is to think about them and put them 
into action. It won’t work to just read the rules and  think, 
“yeah, that makes sense,” and then not do anything about 
it. If you are serious about improving your  singing (which 
will enhance your enjoyment of this great hobby), then it 
will  take a little effort. 

 

I’d like to suggest adopting a New Month’s Resolution 

(a la a “New Year’s resolution”) at the beginning of each 
month: Pick one or two rules – no more. Take them in or-
der if you wish, or in any order that makes sense to you, 
and concentrate on that rule (or rules) every time you  
sing. What a great way to leave bad singing habits behind 
and replace them with good singing habits. When they be-
come habits, you won’t have to think about them any 
more, that’s just the way you sing now! Which rule are you 
going to adopt for  this month?  

Priscilla Shaw, Affiliate 

Chorus Director 
 

Priscilla Shaw 
tennisgalp@gmail.com 
 
 

Onward and Upward! 
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A true Irishman  
considers a bore to be  

someone who keeps 
 constantly interrupting 

“By changing nothing, nothing changes.” 
Tony Robbins 

 
I'm so glad we have a chapter board that is dedicated 

to change! A few weeks ago several of us attended the 
Rocky Mountain Leadership Academy. It was fun to 
meet everybody and especially fun for me to direct the 
mass chorus on "Old Cape Cod." What a fun arrange-
ment!  

 

Six members of our leadership team learned so much 
that will help us grow as a chapter. I attended the Music 
course taught by George Davidson. He was very infor-
mative and shared a lot of his wisdom. Some of the 
things George talked about were: how to organize a 
weekly chapter meeting and annual show, clarifying job 
titles and roles, selecting music, budgets and contracts, 
and membership and recruitment. Sitting around the ta-
ble were other directors and assistant directors. It was 
interesting for us to talk about what things we were and 
were not doing that are “Best Practices for Choruses.”  

 

“…..it's time for us to utilize ALL of our  

members so that everyone is involved.”  
 
I could see our chapter was better than some and not 

as regimented as others in regards to some of the things 
we do. But, when it was all said and done I was grateful 
to know where we stood as a chapter. I am excited for 
the ideas we received and to have some goals in mind.  

 

Things are a lot clearer for me, so now it's time for us 
to utilize ALL of our members so that everyone is in-
volved. I know we have a lot of hidden talent in the chap-
ter but a lot of the work is consistently done by the same 
people. I'm going to encourage all of you to think about 
what areas you are willing to work in: membership & re-
cruitment, advertising, marketing, show script writing, 
Young Men in Harmony...the list is endless. I know I al-
ways say this, but look at how much we've grown and 
changed in a years' time! It's so exciting to see. And as 
we bring 2012 to a close, I'm even more excited at 
where we are headed. Onward and upward! 

Are you starting to get curious 
about the summer Silverton 
Barbershop Harmony Festival?  If 
so, check out the new “Silverton 
2012” page on our official website 
www.blackcanyonchorus.org.  Your 
questions may, or may not be 
answered.  If you have one, ask 
Dave Christian.  He is the 
designated contact for this event so you won’t bother the other guys 
who prefer to remain anonymous.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Know our 
Members 
Better!

Courtesy of Rex Pierson

Rod Ragsdale

Rod’s wife’s name is Susie.  
Rod and Susie live in Olathe, 
CO.  They have 3 adult 
children.  We recently had the 
pleasure of singing (regular 
rehearsal) to Rod’s Mother 
who was visiting from the 
Front Range.  Rod and Susie 
moved here from the Denver 
area in 2008.  Rod was 
employed with the Montrose 
Police Department but was 
injured in the line of duty.  He 
is currently awaiting 
finalization of a medical 
retirement from Montrose 
Police Department.  

His hobbies are hunting and 
fishing, --almost anything 
outdoors!

Rod enjoys singing with us 
and gaining an understanding 
of the functions of our 
Chorus.  

We enjoy having Rod as a 
member of The Black Canyon 
Barbershop Chorus!

Dennis Olmstead  (as 
he wrote it)

A long time ago; in what 
seems like another life, I 
graduated from Michigan 
State University with a degree 
in Journalism.  Next came a 
few years in the U.S. Navy 
where I was Communications 
Officer on a medium size ship 
as well as helping drive the 
thing around the world.

Upon release from Navy duty 
and finding a Journalism 
degree would pay about 
$125/week, I went back to 
Graduate School at Michigan 
State and ended up with an 
M.B.A. in International 
Marketing.

Santa Fe Railway believed my 
skills would help them 
develop ocean container 
business which at that point 
in time was just getting 
started.  My home-base was 
in downtown Chicago.  During 
my thirty years at Santa Fe 
Railway I set rail prices for a 
number of commodities 
including ocean containers, 
trailers, coal, fertilizers, and 
industrial chemicals.

The last ten years I was the 
Marketing/Executive 
Department representative in 
the Santa Fe Railway sale 
program.  Think of it as a 
house sale between 50 and 
800 miles long; with the price 

being between free and a few 
million dollars.

My children, actually grown-
ups now, still live in the 
Chicago area.  

With the merger of Burlington 
Northern and Santa Fe 
Railway ten years ago, 
headquarters moved to Texas 
and I said “no thanks” to 
serious corporate life.  
Recently there were a few 
years of rail consulting; --fun 
but not a lot of money.

Western Colorado called.  
Julie and I eventually ended 
up in Montrose.  We have 
been here about seven years.  
I am active in Amateur Radio, 
Barbershop Chorus, and 
Friends of the Montrose 
Library.  I am on the Boards of 
The Black Canyon Barbershop 
Chorus and Friends of the 
Library.

Thanks, Dennis for all you do 
for our chapter!

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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WHO IS DAVE CORSO? 
Many of you wonder why Dave has been 

missing so many practices.  Dave, with his 
business of Saybrook Painting and remodel 
company, has been working in Buena Vista, 
Ouray, Telluride, and Ridgway for most of 
the summer and fall.  He and Madison have 
recently purchased a home and will be 
moving to Montrose soon, and he is very 
busy getting it all ready for their habitation 
before Christmas.  

You do know that Dave sings both 
baritone and lead in one of the chorus 
quartets, FOURMATA, and is in addition, an 
accomplished pianist.  He plays blues, 
classical, and just about everything else 
when he has the opportunity.  

What you probably don’t know is that 
Dave was a very special Marine during his 
younger days.  He was one of the very few 
Marines selected for presidential guard at 
Camp David.  He served under and protected 
President Carter.  Dave was considered to be 
one of the best the military has. To be 
accepted and receive a Top Secret clearance 
is a great honor. Very few Marines have the 

opportunity to serve with the presidential 
guard and only the top 0.1% of all Marines 
will have the chance.  After successful 
completion of their duties, Marines receive a 
Presidential Support Badge. This decoration 
is a great honor, great enough that the 
badge representing this honor is serialized 
and issued only to that Marine.

Dave does not talk about his past, and for 
good reasons.  He can’t.  But you will know 
who he is and what he represents when you 
watch him and how he stands when the 
National Anthem is played, our flag is posted, 
or the Pledge of Allegiance is spoken.  Dave 
is a patriot, one we all can admire.  

Dave’s painting and remodel business has 
been used by many of our members, folks 
who need excellent interior or exterior 
painting, dry wall work, tile work, or other 
general remodel.  If any of you have some 
stuff you need done around your house, give 
Dave a call.  I think he can work you in.  If 
you want a testimony, ask Carol, Del W., 
Sam, or Gary.  They can give you the 
straight scoop.  

Are you looking for a schedule of events?  Not 
going to find one on this bulletin as they tend 
to be inaccurate as soon as they are published.  
So, for the latest calendar go to our website 
and click on the ‘Calendar’ for that page.  It is 
hopefully current.  Besides, it’s the best 
information available.  And, for your 
information, all RMD events are shown in 
GREEN.  Our chapter events are RED.  Don’t be 
confused.  

Let there be light, so says 
Cooper.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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MMOUNTAINOUNTAIN T TALKALK    
Published monthly by the Denver MountainAires Chapter   

Denver, Colorado,  Barbershop Harmony Society  
Deadline is one week prior to the first of the month, please!  

Articles are welcomed by all chapter members.  
Board members and committee chairmen are urged to contribute.  

 

BULLETIN STAFFBULLETIN STAFF  
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Look what I saw in the November Voice of Rushmore 
(Rapid City, South Dakota) bulletin, edited by John Elv-
ing. John reprinted Jerry’s article and part of mine refer-

ring to the selling of Singing Valentines early. See, other 

people do pay attention. Become famous or infamous! 

Write an article and travel the Society. Anyway, I digress. 

John bills himself as “editor in cheap!” Oh yeah, that’s the 

motivation for his header. But I like it, especially the photo 

treatment; consider it “swiped” — thanks, John! 
 

Singing Valentines  
 

We have a great opportunity to spread 

barbershop harmony and good will on 

Valentines Day, but we need a 

“designated driver” working the sales ef-

forts and taking care of the logistics 

NOW. Let’s get organized, locate a head-

quarters and draft someone to oversee the formation of 

pick-up quartets, etc. If done right, we’ll need many quar-

tets singing Feb. 13-14 (Monday and Tuesday). A suc-

cessful program can be achieved if everyone gets in-

volved, either administratively, as a singer, or selling the 

orders. Let’s have some FUN! 

 

Unless there is a byline, all articles are by the editor  
and may or may not reflect the views of the 

 Denver MountainAires, the Rocky Mountain District  
or the Barbershop Harmony Society.  

Editor  Steven Jackson  720 389-8739   
 sjjbullead@comcast.net  

 215 Cheyenne St. Lot 18 Golden, CO 80403     

Photos  Priscilla  Shaw 720 331-1026 
 tennisgalp@hotmail.com   

Tech Support/Photos Damian Berger    303 204-1669 
 mowbot@gmail.com 

Reporter  Tony Pranaitis    303 233-6234 
 TonyChiro@juno.com  

Reproduction  Al Klinger  303 669-2299 
 AlKlinger@aol.com 

 

Board Of DirectorsBoard Of Directors  
 
President Dick Cable  
 dac2934@gmail.com  303 973-9217 
Imm. Past President  Greg Seebart  
 gmseebart@comcast.net  303 420-5552 
Secretary  Pete Peterson   
 fpeterson@usgs.gov  303 697-8454 
Treasurer   Lee Van Deren  
 leevanderen@comcast.net 303 470-9480 
Chapter Development VP Ralph Fennell  
  fennell@Q.com 303 805-9828  
Marketing and PR VP Ted Cluett   
 tedcluett@msn.com  720 898-8880 
Music VP Jerry Hooper      
 JerMarHooper@aol.com 303 278-1762 

Program VP  Rich Phillips  
 rmpedp@aol.com 303 277-1933   
Youth In Harmony VP  Tony Pranaitis 
 TonyChiro@juno.com 303 233-6234 
Member at Large Nelson McNulty  
 nmcnulty@comcast.net  303 233-6216   
Member At Large  Doug Kulesa   
 dkulesa@yahoo.com 303 814-2405  
 

Chapter Music Team 
 

Chorus Director  Priscilla Shaw    
 tennisgalp@hotmail.com  720 331-1026 
Asst. Director Jerry Hooper   
 JerMarHooper@aol.com  303 278-1762  
Webmaster Paul Dover 
 spebsqsa@comcast.net  303 471-2225 
Show Chairman Steve Jackson 
 sjjbullead@comcast.net 720 389-8739 
Nominating Chairman  Joe Gibson   
 nosbigeoj@aol.com  303 794-4271 
Uniforms Dave Day  
                        dmday@Q.com       303 364-3844 

“It’s a great song, all we have to do is change the melody, 
develop new lyrics and think  up a new title.” 

It’s going to be a great show, Bob.  All we need to 
do is add some more songs, change the title, and 
get some new ideas.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS!   CONGRATULATIONS!   2010 BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR 2010 BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR 2010 BARBERSHOPPER OF THE YEAR ——— JERRY HOOPER JERRY HOOPER JERRY HOOPER    
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RMD Membership VP 
 

Tony Pranaitis  
tonychiro@juno.com 

 

Operation Harold Hill  
Is Coming Again! 

 
Get ready for the return of that "Music Man" who turned River 

City upside down by focusing everyone on the joy of music. In 

2012, there will be a Society-wide membership drive for all chap-

ters who will "opt-in." Each participating chapter will be assigned 

a "Harold Hill" — a proven recruiter who will guide your chapter in 

a recruitment program that fits the chapter culture.  
 

      Each participating chapter will work to-

ward a goal for new members (based on the 

number of members on the roster as of Dec 

31), and our assigned "Harold Hill" will help 

us realize our dream of membership growth.  
 

 

*Who was "Harold Hill" in the Broadway musical "The Music 

Man?” Harold Hill had relentless optimism, ability to capture the 

imagination of others, cured every ill and won every heart with 

music, and of course turned four squabbling school board mem-

bers into a quartet that never stopped singing and left a trail of 

goodwill everywhere they went. 
 

Do we have “trouble in River City?”  Yes. Society membership 

decreased by more than 1000 in both 2008 and 2009, and by 

over 500 in 2010. Our total membership is now under 25,000 and 

if present trends continue, will be under 20,000 by 2017. Cur-

rently the highest represented age in our Society is 73 years old. 

Nothing wrong with being 73. We'd welcome every 73 year old 

who wants to join. But we also need more men 63 and 53 and 

43...and so on. How to get ready: 
 

1. Consider how many new members OUR chapter would like 

to recruit in 2012. How many tenors, leads, baritones, basses? 

Harold Hill was a dreamer who never saw obstacles, only oppor-

tunities. Start dreaming. 
 

2. Get the chapter house in order, with guest books, name 

badges, learning tracks, prepare to teach tags to every guest 

(they should sing one every meeting), make it FUN for guests. 

Make sure every aspect of the chapter meeting is "guest-

focused." Practice "barbershop hospitality."  
 

3. Have a "riser-buddy" system ready. Assign a personal 

mentor for each guest, and make sure the riser buddy checks up 

on his every need. Have the riser buddy personally introduce the 

guest to everyone, especially the director and the chapter lead-

ers.  
 

Operation Harold Hill was our Society's most successful 

membership campaign back in 1996, and we can make the sec-

ond edition in 2012 even MORE successful! Let's share the joy of 

music in our community, one singer at a time! 

* Robert Preston 
 

Editor’s Note: How about three tenors, five leads, two baritones, 
and six basses in 2012? That’s sixteen men, a VLQ! Or is that 
just wishful thinking? That would be 33% growth — wow! Let’s 
find out together!  Since our chapter currently has 46 members on our roster, we'd 

fit into the RED category in the chart above.  
 

Our chapter leaders are currently working on a proposal to 

reach out to singers in area churches through concerts in area 

churches, inviting men from these churches to sing a couple 

songs with us in a Festival Chorus. Details will follow soon. This 

could become a model program for other chapters to utilize.  
 

There are many other growth programs presented on the 

www.operationharoldhill.com website that we can consider or 

glean ideas to incorporate into our church outreach plan.  
 

The RMD is bringing in a dynamite recruitment teacher to 

Rocky Mountain Harmony College (February 3-4 in Estes Park) 

whose class "Super-Charge Your Chapter" will give everyone the 

tools to become a "Harold Hill." EVERY member is encouraged 

to attend this class.  
 

      

 A  
(1-11) 

B  
(12-25) 

C  
(26-50) 

D  
(51-75) 

E 
 (76 +) 

Notable 1 3 5 7 9 

Bronze 3 5 7 9 13 

Silver 4 7 9 11 15 

Gold 5 9 11 13 17 

Diamond 7 11 13 15 20 

Achievement Goals (new members) 

And the last word from Barny as he leaves his position as Program VP

 

VISIT OUR CHAPTER PAGE! 
 

See a complete photo roster of chapter members on the chapter  
Facebook page. Simply key in Denver MountainAires. If you don’t see 
yourself, send me your “mug/smiling face” and I’ll add it to the photo 
roster. Want to post your old barbershopping photos on our page?  

Since our website doesn’t have a photo page, this is the perfect  
opportunity to share your barbershopping memories, get it?  

 

SEND ME YOUR STUFF! 

Make Reservations  
Now for Midwinter! 

 

Come to sunny Tucson for the 2012 
Midwinter Convention January 17-22, 
2012, and tack on a few days before or 
after to enjoy the unique beauty of south-
ern Arizona! Visit Saguaro National Park, 
play some golf, check out an old cowboy 
movie set, and just feast your eyes on the 
scenery along Arizona's highways! Hous-
ing reservations are now available. The 
best rooms will go fast, and Tucson  in 
particular may be a sell-out, so make your 
reservations now!  

 

We can't wait to see how many young 
men will take part in the Fifth Annual 
Youth  Chorus Festival - the entries are 
starting to pour in now! And it's always a 
treat to enjoy the Seniors Quartet Cham-
pionship. Register at TUCSON MIDWIN-
TER. Check out the Tucson Visitor's 
Website and SPECIAL EVENTS arranged 
by the Tucson Sunshine Chapter.  

Seniors Quartet Contest  
 

Order of Appearance 
Friday, January 27, 2011 

Noon - 4:00 pm 
 

OLD GUYS RULE 
Legacy 

Primrose Lane 
Great Western Timbre Co. 

St. Croix Crossing 
Rusty Pipes 

Village Green 
Completely Youthless 

Rockaholix 
Time After Time 
Elder-Bari Whine 

Take Note 
Sugar House 
Crimsonaires 

Youth Reclamation Project 
Airborne 

Test of Time 
BLacKJack 

Three Longs and A Short 
Showtime 
Highpoint 

CHECKMATE 
Velvet Frogs 
Border Patrol 

Boomers 
Acappellago 

Final Countdown 
Pot Luck 

Mountain Talk     Page 14    December 2011 

Competition Drama on Tap 
 for 2012 Int’l Convention  

 

Make plans now to attend the ex-
citing 2012 International Convention 
in beautiful Portland, Oregon.  
There'll be plenty of drama in the 
Ringmasters vs. Musical Island 
Boys match for the top spot in the 
quartet competition - but, who knows 
what contender might challenge both 
of them? And after placing just a 
breath away from the gold  last year, 
Great Northern Union will be a force 
for the Ambassadors of Harmony to 
reckon with in Portland. That'll sure 
be fun to watch! 

 

In addition to the excitement and 
glamour of our competitions and the 
fun of singing tags, the Portland area 
is an incredibly gorgeous place, with 
so much to see you'll want to spend 
an extra few days to take it all in! 
Take in the Rose Garden, Columbia 
River Gorge, Multnomah Falls, Mt. St. 
Helen's & Mt. Hood - plus, it's only 
about 100 miles from breathtaking 
coastal views of the Pacific! 

 

Early bird housing opens Decem-
ber 15 & general housing opens 
January 15. Register at  PORTLAND 
INTERNATIONAL    

Thanks to Elda Ridenour, editor Pikespeaker, Colo. Springs, Nov. 28 
 

HUMOR FOR TODAY 
 

I don’t care who you are, Fatso. Get them reindeer off my roof. 
Anonymous 

 

Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t come to yours. 
Yogi Berra 

 

Lady Astor: “Mr. Churchill, you’re drunk!” Winston Churchill: “Yes, and 
 you, madam, are ugly. But tomorrow, I shall be sober.” 

So lets review a bit…the chapter 
meeting is the very heart of barbershop-
ping, perhaps more important than con-
tests, conventions, paid performances or 
charitable activities. The chapter meeting 
is the place where, week after week, 
members come to have fun.  

 

I can’t stress the next sentence 
enough. Members who do not have fun at 
chapter meetings each week will soon 
leave the Society. Let’s face it, for most of 
us 80% of our time in barbershop is spent 
in chapter meetings. If we are not having 
fun there, we will soon seek another 
hobby.  

 

The key is the chapter meeting. Mak-
ing things happen takes planning. Simply 
"winging it" isn't good enough for two very 
good reasons. First, the chapter deserves 
better. The members have taken time out 
of their busy schedules to come to the 
chapter meeting. They expect to enjoy it. 
Don't squander their precious time by not 
being organized and efficient with the 
limited time you have together.  

 

Second, and equally important, the 
music leadership deserves better. They 
have to prepare for shows, contests and 
other performances, and never have as 
much time as they would like. Waste time 
during a chapter meeting and you dimin-
ish the musical growth as well.  

 

There are many other chapter activi-
ties in addition to those involving the de-
velopment of a chapter chorus. These 
programs and activities can be interesting 
and fun for the chapter member and pro-
vide him with a wide variety of barbershop 

experiences. It is important that the vice 
president for music and performance and 
his music leadership team take an active 
role in chapter meetings and pro-grams.  

 

Not all chapters have the same num-
ber of officers. Some chapters will have 
the minimum number, whereas large 
chapters may have many more. Unless 
the chapter has an officer to handle chap-
ter meeting scheduling and programs, it is 
usually up to the vice president for music 
and performance and his team to take on 
that responsibility. He needs to plan for 
the myriad activities that make chapter 
meeting nights a congenial, fraternal ex-
perience, and not merely two to three 
hours of rehearsing on the risers.  

 
FROM THE CIDER PRESS, JAD 

JEFF ULRICH, EDITOR 
 

The Eight Points of Fun  
 
An outstanding chapter meeting will 

vary from chapter to chapter. Consider 
your chapter's mission statement and 
goals and develop meetings that support 
them. Below are some of the basic ele-
ments that might contribute to the over-all 
enjoyment and quality of your chapter 
meeting. Experiment and find out what 
works for you. Plan and organize chapter 
meetings so that all members enjoy the 
widest variety of activities that will result 
in a congenial, fraternal and educational 
experience. 

Chapter Fun 
 

The Eight Points of  FunThe Eight Points of  Fun  
 
Bari Courts, President 

  

The type of activities provided will 
depend on your chapter's mission and 
goals. Below are the basic elements rec-
ommended that can contribute to the 
overall enjoyment and quality of a chapter 
meeting. Experiment and learn what 
works best for your chapter.  

 

Vocal warm up  
 

Open the meeting and prepare each 
man physically and mentally to sing. It 
should last no longer than 15 minutes and 
should be led by the most capable vocal 
technician in the group.  

 

Gang singing  
 

Barberpole Cat songs, old repertoire, 
tags: just "fun" singing.  

 

Craft  
 

Basic musical information, special 
lessons to be learned or barbershop his-
tory and lore to be investigated. Craft also 
is a constant thread during the rehearsal 
segment.  

 

Break  
 

Important as a period of relaxation 
and social interaction. Also a good time to 
try a tag or sing with a guest.  

 

Quartet activity  
 

A vital part of every meeting. Informal 
quartetting, registered quartets, intra or 
inter-chapter competition. Just get the 
guys singing with three other men. Having 
experienced men sing with those of lesser 
experience can benefit the quality of cho-
rus singing.  

 

Woodshedding  
 

Great ear training. Music and tapes 
are available to get this activity started if 
you don't have an experienced wood-
shedder to lead the segment.  

 

Business meeting  
 

Keep it short. Introduce guests and 
make only necessary announcements of 
late-breaking changes in plans or upcom-
ing events. Print an information sheet to 
eliminate lengthy discussions.  

 

Chorus rehearsal  
 

The major portion of the chapter meet-
ing. Learning new songs, section rehears-
als, polishing the repertoire and other 
musical activities. A substantial part of the 
rehearsal should be held on the risers, 
practicing performance.  

 

Well, there it is... the eight points of 
fun. How many is your chapter currently 
using? ♫  
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A true Irishman has so much 
  respect for the truth  that he 
uses it only in emergencies. 

The Constitution only gives people the 
right to pursue happiness.  You have to 
catch it yourself. 

---Benjamin Franklin

Expect a notice about the January Installation 
Banquet.  You will be informed, and expected to 
attend with lots of good food for the rest of us.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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A true Irishman considers  
anyone who won't come around 

 to his point of view to be  
hopelessly stubborn. 

 
The good Lord created only two 

kinds of people in the world:  
those who are Irish and those  

who wish they were. 

ATTN: DIRECTORS

New Directing Technique Videos
The Barbershop Harmony Society has placed four different 
Directing Technique videos online for your comments, criticism 
and evaluation. Please take a moment to watch each video, take 
some things from the videos that you can personally apply to 
your own directing, and please comment on the good, the bad, 
and the ugly! Also, don't forget to suggest a Directing Technique 
Level (specific instructions found on the website) for each 
director.

Rocky Mountain
Harmony College 
Dr. Dan Clark, Dean 
danjama@scottsbluff.net

The 2012 Rocky Mountain 
Harmony College is February 
3-4-5. Rich Knight, the great 
lead singer of the beloved Gas 
House Gang gold medal quartet 
from 1993, has agreed to return 
for a record FOURTH year to 
coach quartets. Many of you 
have experienced the great 
coaching from this man, and 
have made it clear you’d like to 
have him back.

We have been fortunate to have 
gold medal quartets as faculty 
and performers at RMHC for 
several years, and this year 
2010 International champions 
Storm Front will be on deck to 

coach your quartet and to 
headline our Saturday night 
show.

Our Sight-Singing class should 
be the key class in helping you 
learn those new song intervals 
more quickly and accurately. 
Ann Scherzinger-Click, an 
experienced music educator is 
an old hand at teaching the 
techniques of sight reading, and 
you won’t want to miss this one.

Bob Calderon, acclaimed 
Society presentation coach, will 
be here to teach you how to 
present a winning program, 
whether it’s a contest set or an 
entertainment feature for your 
next show.

Raisha Quinn (Grand Junction 
director) will be teaching choral 
directing for beginners and more 
advanced directors. Raisha 
spends her professional life 
directing school music, and 
generously lends her 
considerable talents to RMHC to 
help our good directors become 
even better.

We will again have our panel of 
International Judges 

demonstrate what judges look 
for on the contest stage. We call 
it “Through the Eyes of the 
Judges,” and it’s always 
informative and fun for all. Voice 
classes, tag singing, good food, 
good friends, and good fun is all 
there. The early bird registration 
package is available; the RMHC 
flyer is available online at 
www.RMDsing.org. REGISTER 
NOW.

The EVERYMAN CHORUS will 
be singing again.....it’s been a 
100 men (plus) strong the last 
couple of years, and great fun. 
This year Brian Beck is our 
EVERYMAN director. Yes, it’s 
the same Brian Beck who has 
won International medals in 
every voice part except soprano; 
the Brian Beck whose quartet, 
the Dealers Choice, turned 
quartet singing up many notches 
and ushered in the amazing 
quality of singing you hear on 
our international contest stage 
every year; the Brian Beck who 
is one of the most respected 
musicians in our entire Society. 
DON’T MISS IT!

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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VISIT OUR CHAPTER PAGE! 
 

See a complete photo roster of chapter members on the chapter  
Facebook page. Simply key in Denver MountainAires. If you don’t see 
yourself, send me your “mug/smiling face” and I’ll add it to the photo 
roster. Want to post your old barbershopping photos on our page?  

Since our website doesn’t have a photo page, this is the perfect  
opportunity to share your barbershopping memories, get it?  

 

SEND ME YOUR STUFF! 

Make Reservations  
Now for Midwinter! 

 

Come to sunny Tucson for the 2012 
Midwinter Convention January 17-22, 
2012, and tack on a few days before or 
after to enjoy the unique beauty of south-
ern Arizona! Visit Saguaro National Park, 
play some golf, check out an old cowboy 
movie set, and just feast your eyes on the 
scenery along Arizona's highways! Hous-
ing reservations are now available. The 
best rooms will go fast, and Tucson  in 
particular may be a sell-out, so make your 
reservations now!  

 

We can't wait to see how many young 
men will take part in the Fifth Annual 
Youth  Chorus Festival - the entries are 
starting to pour in now! And it's always a 
treat to enjoy the Seniors Quartet Cham-
pionship. Register at TUCSON MIDWIN-
TER. Check out the Tucson Visitor's 
Website and SPECIAL EVENTS arranged 
by the Tucson Sunshine Chapter.  

Seniors Quartet Contest  
 

Order of Appearance 
Friday, January 27, 2011 

Noon - 4:00 pm 
 

OLD GUYS RULE 
Legacy 

Primrose Lane 
Great Western Timbre Co. 

St. Croix Crossing 
Rusty Pipes 

Village Green 
Completely Youthless 

Rockaholix 
Time After Time 
Elder-Bari Whine 

Take Note 
Sugar House 
Crimsonaires 

Youth Reclamation Project 
Airborne 

Test of Time 
BLacKJack 

Three Longs and A Short 
Showtime 
Highpoint 

CHECKMATE 
Velvet Frogs 
Border Patrol 

Boomers 
Acappellago 

Final Countdown 
Pot Luck 
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Competition Drama on Tap 
 for 2012 Int’l Convention  

 

Make plans now to attend the ex-
citing 2012 International Convention 
in beautiful Portland, Oregon.  
There'll be plenty of drama in the 
Ringmasters vs. Musical Island 
Boys match for the top spot in the 
quartet competition - but, who knows 
what contender might challenge both 
of them? And after placing just a 
breath away from the gold  last year, 
Great Northern Union will be a force 
for the Ambassadors of Harmony to 
reckon with in Portland. That'll sure 
be fun to watch! 

 

In addition to the excitement and 
glamour of our competitions and the 
fun of singing tags, the Portland area 
is an incredibly gorgeous place, with 
so much to see you'll want to spend 
an extra few days to take it all in! 
Take in the Rose Garden, Columbia 
River Gorge, Multnomah Falls, Mt. St. 
Helen's & Mt. Hood - plus, it's only 
about 100 miles from breathtaking 
coastal views of the Pacific! 

 

Early bird housing opens Decem-
ber 15 & general housing opens 
January 15. Register at  PORTLAND 
INTERNATIONAL    

Thanks to Elda Ridenour, editor Pikespeaker, Colo. Springs, Nov. 28 
 

HUMOR FOR TODAY 
 

I don’t care who you are, Fatso. Get them reindeer off my roof. 
Anonymous 

 

Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t come to yours. 
Yogi Berra 

 

Lady Astor: “Mr. Churchill, you’re drunk!” Winston Churchill: “Yes, and 
 you, madam, are ugly. But tomorrow, I shall be sober.” 

 

VISIT OUR CHAPTER PAGE! 
 

See a complete photo roster of chapter members on the chapter  
Facebook page. Simply key in Denver MountainAires. If you don’t see 
yourself, send me your “mug/smiling face” and I’ll add it to the photo 
roster. Want to post your old barbershopping photos on our page?  

Since our website doesn’t have a photo page, this is the perfect  
opportunity to share your barbershopping memories, get it?  

 

SEND ME YOUR STUFF! 

Make Reservations  
Now for Midwinter! 

 

Come to sunny Tucson for the 2012 
Midwinter Convention January 17-22, 
2012, and tack on a few days before or 
after to enjoy the unique beauty of south-
ern Arizona! Visit Saguaro National Park, 
play some golf, check out an old cowboy 
movie set, and just feast your eyes on the 
scenery along Arizona's highways! Hous-
ing reservations are now available. The 
best rooms will go fast, and Tucson  in 
particular may be a sell-out, so make your 
reservations now!  

 

We can't wait to see how many young 
men will take part in the Fifth Annual 
Youth  Chorus Festival - the entries are 
starting to pour in now! And it's always a 
treat to enjoy the Seniors Quartet Cham-
pionship. Register at TUCSON MIDWIN-
TER. Check out the Tucson Visitor's 
Website and SPECIAL EVENTS arranged 
by the Tucson Sunshine Chapter.  
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Test of Time 
BLacKJack 

Three Longs and A Short 
Showtime 
Highpoint 

CHECKMATE 
Velvet Frogs 
Border Patrol 
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Acappellago 

Final Countdown 
Pot Luck 
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Competition Drama on Tap 
 for 2012 Int’l Convention  

 

Make plans now to attend the ex-
citing 2012 International Convention 
in beautiful Portland, Oregon.  
There'll be plenty of drama in the 
Ringmasters vs. Musical Island 
Boys match for the top spot in the 
quartet competition - but, who knows 
what contender might challenge both 
of them? And after placing just a 
breath away from the gold  last year, 
Great Northern Union will be a force 
for the Ambassadors of Harmony to 
reckon with in Portland. That'll sure 
be fun to watch! 

 

In addition to the excitement and 
glamour of our competitions and the 
fun of singing tags, the Portland area 
is an incredibly gorgeous place, with 
so much to see you'll want to spend 
an extra few days to take it all in! 
Take in the Rose Garden, Columbia 
River Gorge, Multnomah Falls, Mt. St. 
Helen's & Mt. Hood - plus, it's only 
about 100 miles from breathtaking 
coastal views of the Pacific! 

 

Early bird housing opens Decem-
ber 15 & general housing opens 
January 15. Register at  PORTLAND 
INTERNATIONAL    

Thanks to Elda Ridenour, editor Pikespeaker, Colo. Springs, Nov. 28 
 

HUMOR FOR TODAY 
 

I don’t care who you are, Fatso. Get them reindeer off my roof. 
Anonymous 

 

Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t come to yours. 
Yogi Berra 

 

Lady Astor: “Mr. Churchill, you’re drunk!” Winston Churchill: “Yes, and 
 you, madam, are ugly. But tomorrow, I shall be sober.” 

Most of the information in this, and all other bulletins have been gleefully lifted from Steve Jackson’s excellent bulletins.  He has been a wealth of information and makes it much easier for us lazy editors.  
Thanks Steve.  

It’s time to get serious about forming a 
Valentine’s Day quartet.  There are 
ladies out there who are counting on us.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Stolen from The Voice of Rushmore, Bulletin Editor-in-Cheap John Elving
We are not the only chapter with these problems.  

APATHY! A noun meaning:

1. absence or suppression of passion, emotion, or excitement. 

2. lack of interest in or concern for things that others find 
moving or exciting. 

3. absence of interest in or enthusiasm for things generally 
considered interesting or moving. 

4. uncaring attitude, lack of interest. 

It seems to me that we as a chapter are suffering from this dreaded word. Why do I think that? 
Let's take a look at the things that give rise to that.

• When asked for someone to take on the chairmanship of things like Singing Valentines, 
the annual show, other committee positions, there has been a deafening silence from 
the membership. 

• When presented the opportunity to sing for the public in any kind of performance, we 
can't get more than 3/4 of our chorus membership to commit to it, and sometimes less 
than 1/4 will commit. 

• When given new music to learn, we still have people who haven't taken the time 
individually to learn what they need to. This even includes music which we per- formed 
on our show, and subsequent performances. There are still people who need the music 
in front of them to be able to sing it. 

• When asked to "perform" during our rehearsal times, it is as though many of us are 
sleep-walking our way through the music. "I'll perform only when I'm in front of an actual 
audience." 
More than one person has talked with me about this. They see a general lack of interest 
in what we do as a chorus. Some of them have even talked about this to the entire 
chapter during our meetings. However, apathy set in even more—an absence of interest 
in what is being said or done. 
Do we as a chapter and chorus want new men to be ex- cited about what we do and 
joining in with us? Then we need to completely get rid of that word—APATHY—and let 
them see how excited we are to be singing together and entertaining our audiences. 
There needs to be such an air of excitement when we get together that they just can't 
stand to not be a part of it. 
I challenge each one of us to get excited, show that excitement, and then we can and 
will grow. 

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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1943 Spring Drive

Delta, CO 81416

CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a 
chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an 
atmosphere of musical excellence and by 
promoting harmony in our lives, our 
relationships, and our community."

THE CANYON CHORDS
BULLETIN EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Bi" Sutton
1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
Phone/FAX 874-9280
e-mail:  wi"iesut@aol.com

The President's Corner with 
Larry Wilkinson

COMPLIMENTARY 
COPY

Stamp
here

RETURN REQUESTED

The chorus singing carols for the fine folks at 
Colorow Senior Center on December 8, 2011.  For 
more pictures, visit our website and click on 
“Pictures”  If you find one you like you can have it 
for your very own.  

Picture thanks to Carol M.

The Chapter is to be commended for it’s 
response to all the activities we have had this 
past month. We can continue to raise the bar in 
our attitude and performance where we will be in 
greater demand and our reputation will be such 
that it will be easier to sell tickets to upcoming 
events. Take pride, and a pat on the back to all.

With events being firmed up for the coming year, 
I’d like to encourage you all to just not let them 
happen.

MAKE THEM HAPPEN 
and be proud. We are good !

Teach the Children 
to Sing


