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Tap Night at the Horsefly Brewery
What a fine turnout.  The guys and wives and 

girlfriends pretty much filled up the dining portion 
of the tavern mainly because it was raining outside 
which meant that sitting outside would be soggy.  
And when a bunch of Barbershoppers gather for 
any reason, but preferably to sup a beer and munch 

some snacks, singing 
will follow.  
Emeritus Tom and 
Director MaryAnn 
took turns trying to 
figure out what they 
were supposed to 
direct after David 
Stannard blew his 
pitch pipe for no 
apparent logical 
reason.  No matter, 
someone would sing 
some words and 
others would join in 
and the arm waving 

would catch up like 
it is supposed to.  More often than not a song with 
generally agreed words and mostly careful harmony 
would follow.  And we all had fun and so did the 
audience based on the responses received.  !

The good part is that every pint sold that night 
added a buck to our coffers, thanks to the 
generosity of Phil and Nigel.  This is not the first 
time they have 
demonstrated their 
support to our hobby 
and hopefully will not 
be the last.  !

This was not an 
official evening of planned entertainment for profit 
but it sure as heck was an evening of fun, food, 
frolic, foam, and 
singing.  We 
should do more 
of this.  It is 
what 
Barbershopping 
attracted us in 
the beginning 
and should 
remain the 
same attraction 
in the future.  !

The next Horsefly Tap 
Night is January 13, 2015.  

Mark your calendar NOW 
and plan to attend

BLACK CANYON BARBERSHOP CHORUS                 www.blackcanyonchorus.org ! MONTROSE COLORADO            

Page �  of �  pages1 7

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com/
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com/
http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org


Splinters from the 
Notice:  These are NOT the official minutes but merely present 
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings.  Official 
minutes can be found on our website. 

You want to know how to have an excellent board 
meeting?  It’s easy, drop a pint first.  It must work because 
we had a very good board meeting, and that isn’t typical.  

The good news is we had a 
quorum, or even more.  The bad 
news is we had two board 
members submit their 
resignations for various reasons.  

Both will be missed and both, we hope, will remain 
active members of the chorus.  

CANYON CHORDS is the official 
monthly publication of the Black 
Canyon Barbershop Chorus known as 
the Montrose, Colorado, chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
Opinions stated in this bulletin are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the 
Editor, or possibly even the stated 
author.  !!
2014 CHAPTER OFFICERS!
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown 
after office)!!
PRESIDENT (2015)!
! John Taylor!                                   
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT!
! Larry Wilkinson!  
SECRETARY (2014)!
! Chuck Frush! !                                
TREASURER (2014)!
! Rex Pierson!  
PROGRAM VP (2015)!
! Larry Cooper!  
MEMBERSHIP VP (2014)!
! Del Dyck!  
PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2015)!
! Dennis Olmstead! !                         
MUSIC VP (2015)!
! Carol Morrell! !                                
COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)!
! Bill Sutton! !                                   
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms) !
! Bob Brethouwer!  
MUSICAL DIRECTOR:!
! MaryAnn Rathburn!  
! Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus!  
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER!
! Carol Morrell!  
SERGEANT AT ARMS!
! Bob Brethouwer!  
SUNSHINE GUY !
! Rex Pierson !  
CHAPTER HISTORIAN !
! Tom Chamberlain  

Any and all changes in 
your board can be 
found at the banner on 
the left side of this 
page.  It is always there 
for you to see but 
seldom noticed.  See if 
you can figure out what 
has changed.  Or not.  

What about our next annual show?  Well, some things are starting to happen.  
Slowly maybe, but starting.  First we don’t, that means DO NOT, have a Show 
Chairman.  So Prez. JT appointed, with their approval, the beginning of a 
Show Committee.  Those who will help guide the continued efforts are Larry 
Cooper and Rex Pierson.  They will select a third member.  They three of them 
with MaryAnn will do the planning and coordination needed to present 
another excellent show.  If you would like to be on the committee, let Rex or 
Larry know.  Who knows, it could be YOU.  

The future of 
gathering and 
submitting CARA 
points may be in 
jeopardy. In the past 
we have been 
extremely diligent to 
amass as many 
CARA points as 
possible because of 
the carrot of 
receiving FREE 
registration to the 
November 
Leadership Academy.  
That may not be the 
case in the future.  There is some worry that the paid registrations may 
become a thing of the past.  We are about to find out.  

Some of you who have been around long enough to 
realize we have an election every year in October.  
That is done to railroad some to do chapter work 
for the next couple of years, usually without you 
even knowing what they do.  To make sure we have 
enough candidates available to have a slate to vote 
on, an election committee consisting of John Taylor, 
Del Dyck, and Bob Brethouwer prepared such a 
list.  It will, along with a ballot if needed, be made 
available to all of you in the very new future.  You 
will be asked to vote for those you think should lead 
the chorus the rest of the year or so.  Of course 
there will be nominations from the floor if you are 
not on the list and want to be.  

Experience is something 
you don't get until just 

after you need it.
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We don’t stop singing because we get old, 
we get old because we stop singing.

Bill Snyer! Sept. 19!                     
Bob Goodhue! Oct. 12!                 

Birthdays are good for 
you. The more you 
have, the longer you 
live.

Singing at the overlook!
Ridgway State Park is always a treat!

There is nothing as gratifying as eating fabulous food 
before you sing to a fabulous crowd in a fabulous setting 
overlooking a fabulous view of a fabulous lake and fabulous 
mountains.  Really, it was fabulous.  !

What was not quite so fabulous was the way the timing 
of some songs seemed out of sync, which means some songs 
stunk.  Yep, we screwed them up royally.  One could be sure 
if one looked at MaryAnn’s face when were were messing 
up.  Of course we had a quartet to take some of the 
pressure off by screwing up a perfectly good doo-wop song 
before … just to keep the audience on its toes.  !

The good side of the whole thing is that the audience 
was too kind to make a big deal out of it and whopped their 
hands together just like we had done a super job.  And they, 
probably out of sympathy, dug in their purses and pockets 
to donate some of their mess-around money to us as a 
‘thank you for getting done’ or maybe ‘thank you for dong a 
good job anyway.’  I prefer to consider they meant the last.  !

As can happen with any planned 
singout, it didn’t go exactly as 
planned.  Hoping and taking names 
on lists of those who plan to attend 
and hoping all parts are covered may 
go astray.  Like we only had a meager 
number of basses to counter the large 
number of leads.  It could have been 
better.  !

But in spite of the bumbles, the 
crowd seemed pleased and the chorus 
had a good time.  All in all it was a 
successful evening of simply fabulous 
weather.  Did I use that word before?  
No matter, it still applies. 
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Seen in the Concho Capers, July 2012, 
Paul White, editor 
 
The Songs We Sing 
 

“This Is My Country”“This Is My Country”  
 

Contributed by David Wolfe 
 

“This Is My Country” was composed in 
1940 by the popular songwriters Don 
Raye and Al Jacobs. Raye, who was born 
Donald MacRae Wilhoite, Jr. was born 
March 16, 1909, in Washington, D.C. and 
Jacobs was born on January 22, 1903, in 
San Francisco. Wilhoite changed his 
name to Don Raye when he went into 
vaudeville. A talented dancer, Raye 
shifted his focus from hoofing to compos-
ing as he began to write songs for his 
routine. Raye's name became linked with 
an array of fellow songwriters and musi-
cians, including Sammy Cahn and Saul 
Chaplin, who, like Raye collaborated with 
the alto saxophonist Jimmie Lunceford, 
leader of one of the swing era's finest 
orchestras. 

 

As regards “This Is My Country” Al 
Jacobs' daughter, Joann, recently wrote, 
“Dad ran into Don Raye who said he was 
in the process of writing a patriotic song 
and would he like to write the music. So 
the words came first for sure, and then 
my dad wrote the music. I believe the 
song was written in New York . . .”  

 

Jacobs and Raye wrote their song in 
1940 and, as a result of a January 7, 
1942, recording session for Decca Re-
cords, the group Fred Waring and His 
Pennsylvanians popularized it. Over the 
years a number of other recordings of the 
tune were made, for example, by the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir, Tennessee Ernie 
Ford, and Pattie Labelle. 

 

At the height of his career in 1941, 
Raye enlisted in the U.S. Army and after 
the war continued working on a wide vari-
ety of films for Universal Studies until his 
retirement in 1949. Jacob's later pop 
songs included the 1954 Hit Parade tunes 
“If I Give My Heart to You” (written with 
Milton Gabler and Jimmie Crane) and “I 
Need You Now” (written with Jimmie 
Crane) and scores or tunes included in 
films such as The Wild Rebels, Crocodile 
Dundee and the Karate Kid. Tunes by 
these men were recorded by artists as 
diverse as Chuck Berry, Bing Crosby, 
Bette Midler, and the Rolling Stones. 

 

The co-authors of “This Is My Coun-
try” passed away within a month of each 
other. Raye died in Encino, California on 
January 29, 1985. Al Jacobs passed 
away on February 13, 1985 in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Their song “This is My Country” 
is played nightly during the finale of the 
Disneyland and Disney World fireworks 
show. 

 

The lyrics start with a verse that 
should be slow and reverent, in phrase: 

 

What difference if I hail from  
North or South 

Or from the East or West? 
My heart is filled with love for all of these. 

I only know I swell with pride,  
and deep within my breast 

I thrill to see Old Glory paint the breeze. 
 

 
 

“We can’t convince him he doesn’t look 
like Uncle Sam.” 

Matt Seivert leading warmups 
June 26th 

Then, for the verses, it swings into a 
march tempo. Notably, the original lyrics 
honor both American natives and immi-
grants. The first verse reads: 

 

This is my country, land of my birth  
This is my country, grandest on Earth 

 

While the second verse (the introduction 
is not repeated) instead reads: 

This is my country, land of my choice 
This is my country, hear my proud voice. 

 

Both verses have the same ending: 
 

I pledge thee my allegiance  
America the bold 

For this is my country, 
 to have and to hold! 

  
from the Library of Congress  

Performing Arts Encyclopedia  
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ 

–and from wikipedia.org 
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IS KEEPING CARA POINTS A 
THING OF THE PAST?  !

We received a letter about the upcoming Leadership 
Academy.  That letter included the ‘new’ registration fees.  
The one change that will affect us is that the ‘free’ 
registrations giving to two chapter participants from the 
CARA plateau winners has been modified to charge $100 
per registration rather than the standard $150.  Thus the 
incentive of amassing CARA points has been reduced, 
especially for a small, poor, chapter like us.  At this present 
time we do not have a volunteer to track and submit 
CARA points to RMD.  The question is:  Is it still worth 
the effort?  That conundrum will be discussed in the future.  

Special Quartet sessions!
Thanks to Del Wiesner, we have an opportunity to sing real barbershop songs with three other guys!

If you haven’t had the opportunity to join in with like-minded singers on Thursday afternoons, Olathe 
Methodist Church, 5:45 pm, you are missing the fun that caused our wonderful organization to be formed in 
the first place.  Singing a harmony part with three other guys singing other parts on a song with true 
barbershop harmony is a thrill that will hook you.  Depending on the total number of guys who attend (it is 
ranging from 10 to 15), Del will have guys break into several quartets to sing the songs they want to sing 
without any audience or coaching.  There is an opportunity to actually sing with three other guys who blend 
with your voice, and possible form a formal quartet for the future.  One is already emerging:  that being 
Barny, Del Dyck, Chuck, and Coop.  They are working on “Bill Grogan’s Goat” just in case they get an 
opportunity to perform it somewhere sometime..  !

Of course many of the songs available are PoleCat songs and any additional qualifications will be offered.  
Other old-time barbershop songs can be found in the several song folios you received when you joined. Heck, 
you may even choose to concentrate on ‘tags.’  There are no rules.  this is YOUR time to sing what you want 
to sing.  !

Come and join us to experience the sound and feeling barbershop singing offers.  If you have never sung 
one part in a barbershop quartet and thrilled to the blend and how your voice sounds with three others, you 
have not been properly exposed to barbershopping.  You need that experience.  !

REMEMBER:  5:45 PM ON THURSDAYS

Think I'm Sarcastic? Watch Me Pretend To 
Care!    

Productive Procrastination!
When you get busy doing something other 

than what you should be doing.
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For me, this barbershopping year is really speeding by. 
We have been very busy in our monthly Board meetings. I 
believe we have been making a lot of good decisions and 
have been trying to keep our membership up to speed on 
what the Board is doing.  

 

With that in mind, I want to tell you about what our 
treasurer has been doing for all of us. In probably the most 
difficult and important task in our chapter, Lee Van Deren, 
this month, has completely revamped our financial struc-
ture. I wanted to explain what he has done, but couldn't do 
it myself, so I called Lee and got his help. What inspired 
this effort was that Lee's  computer (pc) crashed. He 
chose to purchase an Apple (Mac) computer to replace it. 
Lee had been using Quicken to keep our financial records, 
but the Mac system did not have an effective Quicken. So 
Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his 
new MAC.  

 

What a challenge! He knew what he wanted to have in 
his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a 
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if 
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop a 
new program. They suggested he buy a software program 
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him mod-
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to 
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple 
program people and ended up with a software program 
that would allow him to develop a system that he ex-
plained to us on the Board last  week.  

 

If any of you might be interested in learning what he 
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to im-
prove it, and LOVES to talk about it. And not because he 
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what 
he was exactly able to do, on his own. He will be able to 

separate revenues and expenses 
for all of our paid activities, annual 
shows, Harmony Showcases 
Singing Valentines, Elk programs, 
etc, and do the same with all of 
our “overhead” activities, our 
chapter share of yearly BHS dues, 
director fees, coffee revenues, 
church rental expenses, etc.  
 

Lee will be able to provide these re-
ports to anyone that wants to see this in-
formation monthly. You will be able to see 
what the chapter has done every month; 
and he can provide an annual report that 
shows what we have done each year. The 
beauty of this is that now we will have the 
data available to us that will allow us to 
actually give the chapter an annual 
budget, and allow us to know, on a monthly basis, where 
we are in relationship to our budget. I know that many of 
you have not been on the Board and have not had to pre-
dict and keep track of this for all of us. I have been on the 
Board for at least half of my 30 great chapter years and 
this is a remarkable financial recording system that Lee 
has provided. And he loved doing it for us! 

 

Our Singing Valentine's program was done with our 
fellow barbershoppers in the Sound Of The Rockies 
(SOR) chorus. There were pluses and minuses in this first 
effort, as expected. The Board discussed this last week, 
trying to look at the good and the bad involved in this activ-
ity. They looked at the value of having 20 of our chapter 
members, including several of our newer guys, out singing 
throughout the city. We did not have to do all the heavy 
costs of advertising, and the costs and effort required in 
getting candy, roses and cards, or in scheduling all of 
these singouts. We doubled the profit we made last year, 
in addition to the ease of effort required from chapter 
members. All in all, the Board believed that the benefits far 
outnumbered the challenges and recommended we con-
tinue to work with SOR. 

 

I am pleased, and I'm sure our hard working Director 
Priscilla Shaw is also pleased, with the effort that our 
chorus members have expended to get our show songs in 
good shape well in advance of the show. We need to con-
tinue this effort to put on a very professional show for our 
audiences. I know our chapter quartets are working hard 
to do their best for the chapter. I'm also excited about our 
church outreach program, and commend the efforts ex-
tended by Jerry Hooper, Ralph Fennell, and others to 
get this project off and running. 

 

Again, I encourage anyone to come forward to any 
Board member with any idea that might make our weekly 
chapter meetings more attractive to them. Let's continue to 
find ways to improve and enjoy our hobby! 
 

  

President Dick CablePresident Dick Cable  
 

It’s Fun To Be InIt’s Fun To Be In  
An Active ChapterAn Active Chapter  

Consciousness:  
That time between 

naps.

Hey, Gang,!
! I appreciated a call from Hank Snyer 
commenting on my comments last month about this 
group coming together to have FUN.  We may differ 
religiously, politically, philosophically and even 
musically, but we are bonded together by 
camaraderie, friendship, community service, and 
Barbershop harmony.!
! I was reminded of that as we dined, downed 
our libations (1dollar each went for the good of the 
order) and sang our hearts out at the Horsefly 
Brewery on Tuesday.  The Whiffenpoofers must have 
had similar places when they sang about Mory’s, The 
Temple Bar, and “the place where Louie dwells”.  I 
was, also, reminded of our fraternal relationships at 
the afterglow in The Fairlamb House B&B backyard 
with McPhly after the 2014 show in Delta and at Del 
and Joni Dyck’s summer pot luck with all the good 
food and drink.!
! We’ve got to keep the good times rolling and it 
takes every one of you to step up and do your part.  

The nominating committee has selected the following 
nominees to be voted upon at the October 9th 
practice/election.  Several are incumbents, but are 
willing to serve  another two year term:  Chuck Frush-
Secretary, Rex Pierson-Treasurer, Del Dyck- 
Membership Chairman.  John Thrasher has agreed to 
run for Member-at-Large on the Board.  We will be 
taking nominations from the floor for these offices on 
October 2nd (if the nominee agrees).  Carol Morrell 
has agreed to complete the term of Music & 
Performance V.P., David Stannard, for the remainder 
of his term which expires at the end of 2015.  If you’d 
like to be a bigger part of the organization, please let 
someone know.  We are especially looking for 
another person to be on the 2015 Show Planning 
Committee with Larry Cooper and Rex Pierson.  Time 
to get in there!!
! Singingly,!
! John Taylor
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