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Gems on Singing...
By Jay Giallombardo, 

from The Orange Spiel, John Alexander, Editor
Having to concentrate on notes and words keeps the 
body from moving. We must tell the audience, “I’m 
having fun.”
While we do tell a story, we don’t sing words, we sing 
sounds that represent words.
Audiences hear emotion, not just words.
Circle singing (and sitting in the chairs) is for teach- 
ing, working, and fixing. The risers are for 
performance.
If each man believes he can get just a little bit better 
and works to be so each and every day, the chorus 
will get a LOT better.

If for some strange reason you missed the practice on 
April 14, you missed a part of setting a record for 
attendance.  My goodness gracious, there must have 
been 30 guys singing and swinging their hearts out as 
director MaryAnn smiled and cajoled us into sounding 
pretty dang good.  With the June show getting closer 
every day, sounding pretty dang good is not quite good 
enough, but getting closer.  We are so happy to welcome 
a group of high school guys attending and planning to 
sing in a quartet on our show.  Wow, how can it get any 
better?  I know, sell tickets and learn your music 
perfectly.  Then the chorus will sound perfect and we’ll 
show a nice profit.  It’s simple logic.  

Simple Logic
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CANYON CHORDS is the official 
monthly publication of the Black 
Canyon Barbershop Chorus known as 
the Montrose, Colorado, chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
Opinions stated in this bulletin are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the 
Editor, or possibly even the stated 
author.  

2016 CHAPTER OFFICERS 
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown 
after office)

PRESIDENT (2017)
Larry Cooper

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
John Taylor

SECRETARY (2016)
Chuck Frush

TREASURER (2016)
Rex Pierson

Practice & Performances VP (2017)
Dennis Olmstead

MEMBERSHIP VP (2016)
John Taylor

PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2017)
John Thrasher

MUSIC VP (2017)
Carol Morrell

COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)
Bill Sutton

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms) 
Bob Brethouwer
Larry Wilkinson
Tim Lund

MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
MaryAnn Rathburn
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Carol Morrell

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer

SUNSHINE GUY 
Rex Pierson 

CHAPTER HISTORIAN 
Tom Chamberlain

Splinters from the Board
Notice:  These are NOT the official minutes and merely present 
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings.  Official 
minutes are available from Secretary Frush. 

I'm great at multi-
tasking...I can waste 

time, be unproductive, 
and procrastinate all 

at once.

Once again a few in need of sustenance met at Davetos’ for an early 
repast prior to the fun of a regular bored meeting.  Whoops, board.  
As usual Chuck had pizza, Rex had a special, Bob had pasta, and 
Bill and Larry W. had whatever.  Then the later guys and gal showed 
up to drink a brew or two and in one case to eat even though 
everyone else was done. Then the nuts and bolts of chasing rabbits 
until they went down the rabbit hole commenced.  Some call it 
wandering through wilderness along the the verbal path of 
confusion.  Others call it progress.  

Rightfully so, most of the meeting was devoted to 
discussing the progress, and there was some, of 
Show planning in spite of Prez Coop’s intention to 
delay such discussion to the end of the meeting.  
Just wasn’t going to happen.  

The probable and eagerly 
anticipated involvement 
of DelRose Sweet 
Adelines on our show, or 
both, or only Montrose 
or whatever is not yet 
firm but hoped.  

Carol announced that 
she has some extra 
long red ties on hand 
for us guys who need 
one for obvious and 
protruding reasons.  

Dennis felt spending some time with his wandering 
daughter was of higher priority than fussing his way 
through the evening listening to a cacophony of 
opinions.  However he did provide Larry W. with a list 
of upcoming singouts, all of which are available on the 
website calendar. Try it. And maybe it will continue to 
be provided.  Maybe.  

Another and continuous THANKS to Carol for a bunch of stuff she does for our 
Chapter.  This time she is renewing the Chapter membership to Delta Chamber 
of Commerce as her gift.  This gal is an incredible addition to our hobby.  

SHOW STUFF:  Rex paid our insurance.  Larry W. will check with Red 
Arrow about rooms for the Guest Quartet.  Rex ordered 800 show tickets.  
Tim (rumor since he was not at the meeting) plans to give each member 20 
tickets to sell plus other tickets to the Pavilion Delta C of C, and other 
strange places.  John the Thrasher one, will soon have cost estimates for the 
new and fancy proposed program.  He thinks it will be close to $1000.  John, 
the Taylor one, will send a letter of invitation to all nursing homes.  

The next board meeting will really be a Show meeting held at the 
regular board meeting place and time and date. .  Yes that is May 10. 
Din-din at Davetos’ before is optional.  If you are on a Show 
Committee you should come.  If you are not, but want to know 
what the heck is going on, you are welcome.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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We don’t stop singing because we get old, 
we get old because we stop singing.

Vern Dockter April 16
David Stannard May 4

ROCKY ROAD 
Contact:  Vern Dockter  
970 -210 - 1793

Birthdays are good for 
you. The more you 
have, the longer you 
live.Women spend more time wondering 

what men are thinking than men spend 
thinking.

A Gentle but not 
subtle Reminder 

It is Chapter policy that you must be a BHS 
member to sing on stage with the Black Canyon 
Barbershop Chorus on our Annual Barbershop 
Show.  For more information, talk to President 
Coop or Membership VP Taylor.  

The board assumes and accepts the notion that selling advertising in a more 
expensive and professional Show program may result in an increase of cash 
flow to the Chapter.  With full board approval, John Thrasher is currently 
obtaining printing estimates from several printing companies.  The general 
estimate based on previous ventures indicate that they may run in the $700 
range which seems to be acceptable by the board.  The most expensive 
program on record over the past 10 years was about $350.  The cheapest $78.  
The question that is not being addressed is ‘will the increase in donations be 
more than enough to offset the increased cost of printing?’  Will any increase 
of donations result directly from the advertising program?  Since there has 
been no effort to consider or accept a budget for the show, there should be 
some concern about large expenditures without logical assurance of 
reasonable returns. A request to our Treasurer for historical numbers to either 
support or oppose this effort is not available.  The limited historical figures 
that are available do not support any such increase, but the jury is out until 
results are tallied. As such, the board should be very cautious about approving 
such an expense. 

Continuation of Splinters from the Board

Print off two copies of this newsletter to 
share - one with your family and one with 

someone you are bringing to a chapter 
meeting. Let them know they belong here!

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Teach the Children 
to Sing

1943 Spring Drive

Delta, CO 81416

CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a 
chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an 
atmosphere of musical excellence and by 
promoting harmony in our lives, our 
relationships, and our community."

THE CANYON CHORDS
BULLETIN EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Bill Sutton
1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
Phone/FAX 874-9280
e-mail:  williesut@aol.com

The VP Membership Corner with John Taylor

COMPLIMENTARY 
COPY

Stamp
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For me, this barbershopping year is really speeding by. 
We have been very busy in our monthly Board meetings. I 
believe we have been making a lot of good decisions and 
have been trying to keep our membership up to speed on 
what the Board is doing.  

 

With that in mind, I want to tell you about what our 
treasurer has been doing for all of us. In probably the most 
difficult and important task in our chapter, Lee Van Deren, 
this month, has completely revamped our financial struc-
ture. I wanted to explain what he has done, but couldn't do 
it myself, so I called Lee and got his help. What inspired 
this effort was that Lee's  computer (pc) crashed. He 
chose to purchase an Apple (Mac) computer to replace it. 
Lee had been using Quicken to keep our financial records, 
but the Mac system did not have an effective Quicken. So 
Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his 
new MAC.  

 

What a challenge! He knew what he wanted to have in 
his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a 
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if 
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop a 
new program. They suggested he buy a software program 
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him mod-
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to 
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple 
program people and ended up with a software program 
that would allow him to develop a system that he ex-
plained to us on the Board last  week.  

 

If any of you might be interested in learning what he 
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to im-
prove it, and LOVES to talk about it. And not because he 
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what 
he was exactly able to do, on his own. He will be able to 

separate revenues and expenses 
for all of our paid activities, annual 
shows, Harmony Showcases 
Singing Valentines, Elk programs, 
etc, and do the same with all of 
our “overhead” activities, our 
chapter share of yearly BHS dues, 
director fees, coffee revenues, 
church rental expenses, etc.  
 

Lee will be able to provide these re-
ports to anyone that wants to see this in-
formation monthly. You will be able to see 
what the chapter has done every month; 
and he can provide an annual report that 
shows what we have done each year. The 
beauty of this is that now we will have the 
data available to us that will allow us to 
actually give the chapter an annual 
budget, and allow us to know, on a monthly basis, where 
we are in relationship to our budget. I know that many of 
you have not been on the Board and have not had to pre-
dict and keep track of this for all of us. I have been on the 
Board for at least half of my 30 great chapter years and 
this is a remarkable financial recording system that Lee 
has provided. And he loved doing it for us! 

 

Our Singing Valentine's program was done with our 
fellow barbershoppers in the Sound Of The Rockies 
(SOR) chorus. There were pluses and minuses in this first 
effort, as expected. The Board discussed this last week, 
trying to look at the good and the bad involved in this activ-
ity. They looked at the value of having 20 of our chapter 
members, including several of our newer guys, out singing 
throughout the city. We did not have to do all the heavy 
costs of advertising, and the costs and effort required in 
getting candy, roses and cards, or in scheduling all of 
these singouts. We doubled the profit we made last year, 
in addition to the ease of effort required from chapter 
members. All in all, the Board believed that the benefits far 
outnumbered the challenges and recommended we con-
tinue to work with SOR. 

 

I am pleased, and I'm sure our hard working Director 
Priscilla Shaw is also pleased, with the effort that our 
chorus members have expended to get our show songs in 
good shape well in advance of the show. We need to con-
tinue this effort to put on a very professional show for our 
audiences. I know our chapter quartets are working hard 
to do their best for the chapter. I'm also excited about our 
church outreach program, and commend the efforts ex-
tended by Jerry Hooper, Ralph Fennell, and others to 
get this project off and running. 

 

Again, I encourage anyone to come forward to any 
Board member with any idea that might make our weekly 
chapter meetings more attractive to them. Let's continue to 
find ways to improve and enjoy our hobby! 
 

  

President Dick CablePresident Dick Cable  
 

It’s Fun To Be InIt’s Fun To Be In  
An Active ChapterAn Active Chapter  

Women 
sometimes 
make fools 
of men, but 
most guys 
are the do-
it-yourself 
type.

Never tell your problems 
to anyone, because 20 
percent don't care and 
the other 80 percent are 
glad you have them.

From: John F Taylor <jonnybob@aol.com>

Subject: Dilbert.com Help Desk

Date: April 14, 2016 at 3:28:28 PM MDT

To: service@dilbert.com

Cc: williesut@aol.com


Hello.
I am a past president of the Black Canyon Barbershop Chorus in Montrose, CO. 
We are a nonprofit organization that likes to sing old and new music.  Our 
newsletter writer, Bill Sutton, and I are big fans of your Dilbert cartoons. 
They seem to often represent some of our board (bored) meetings.

What would we have to do or pay to reprint some of yours cartoons in our 
monthly newsletter?  This publication goes out to our local members  (about 
35) and a copy goes to officers of other regional chapters in western 
Colorado of which there are four

Maybe Dilbert or one of his buddies could become a "Barbershopper."

Thank you for a response.

John Taylor
jonnybob@aol.comm
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