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FUN IN ESTES PARK

In case you missed Parker, Rocky Road,
and Coop at Thursday’s practice, you might
not know that they were having fun in Estes
Park at the YMCA. Coop sent this picture
of Parker at the Friday night Afterglow.
Wow! Everyone should have this much fun!

THE ADVENTURE
By Parker Wilcock
I've been in Barbershop for about two years, and
have done quite a few things because of it. None of
those experiences come close to the amount of fun that
I had at Estes Park.
First oﬀ, there was sooooo much that I learned
while I was there! The classes were INSPIRING! Each
one better than the first.
Also, having a Class - A quartet come and sing with
us is more than dream come true. Listening to every
chord lock in and ring is can give goose bumps to anyone.
However, though these were fun and all, they don't come close to the platooning! Meeting three other people
than preforming fifteen minutes later. THAT, was the most fun I've had all year.
And to top it all oﬀ, I have never had so much fun, with so many people, in so little time. If this is what
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Vern and Tim drove over on Thursday, and Dave, Parker and I left at 6:00 Friday morning (well, we were
supposed to, but it seems Parker’s little brother screwed things up by messing with his alarm clock… ).
You’ll have to ask Vern and Tim what they did that morning, but we drove.. and drove.. and drove.. at
least it allowed us some more time to work on our Platoon songs.

The Platooning began at 1:00, which gave us about 12 ½ minutes to relax after we got there. Most of you
know what Platooning is, but for the uninformed, we learn our part to several songs, and then we are
mixed and matched with singers from all over the region to form quartets. We come up with a name, go
practice for 15 minutes or so, then we all come together to perform. Sometimes, we are told in advance
what song we are doing, and at other times, we draw a piece of paper with the name of the song and then
we perform it. One of the Rocky Road members won a star shaped chunk of wood with gold paint on it, but
we won’t talk about that because the last time he won a “metal” in Platooning they gave him a hard time.
Besides, he wouldn’t want to brag…
We competed until dinner, and then we were entertained in the auditorium by the Youth Quartet
Competition. Good stuff. Afterwards, we continued Harmony Platoon Under Glass/ Beer and Brat Party.
Our own Vern Dockter was recognized for the great work he did in organizing the Platooning with a
prolonged standing ovation from the participants. Well deserved, I might add… Somewhere in there we
lost track of Parker, except for when he popped up with a different quartet… Suffice it to say, he was
having fun! The fun continued for quite a while, but I was oblivious to it. I hit the sack long before he did.
That makes for a long day!
The next morning after breakfast, we had a general session in the auditorium where we were introduced to
two new songs and two different directors, Farris Collins and Adam Scott. The balance of the day was
filled with a variety of classes, and coaching was available as well. A particularly interesting session was
the “Director’s Round Table,” which was a Q & A panel made up of expert directors. They discussed
anything and everything about chorus, from how to have more effective practice sessions to the
performances themselves. A lot of fresh ideas and different perspectives were discussed.
Dinner. Show of Champions-winners of the previous night’s competition, and Michigan Jake, the 2001
Barbershop Harmony Society Championship Quartet. You would never know they hadn’t performed
together for 9 years if they hadn’t told us. They received a standing O after every song… a much better
than average Afterglow (in which Parker popped up again an undetermined number of times… when they
announced a quartet called, “Parker’s Zeros,” I thought it wasn’t very nice… turns out it was, “Parker’s
Heroes.”)
On Sunday we came home via Denver, stopped for a mini-concert at my mom’s (I could sing “Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star” in a minor key and she’d think it was great…), then went to Littleton for another miniconcert for some long-time friends of Vern’s. We didn’t do “Twinkle,” but I think they enjoyed it none the
less… A long ride home, but we would turn around and do it again! Come with us next year! By the way,
Parker said he had a GREAT time.
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2016 CHAPTER OFFICERS

(Term expires 12/31 in year shown
after office)
PRESIDENT (2017)
Larry Cooper
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
John Taylor
SECRETARY (2016)
Chuck Frush
TREASURER (2016)
Rex Pierson
Practice & Performances VP (2017)
Dennis Olmstead
MEMBERSHIP VP (2016)
John Taylor
PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2017)
John Thrasher
MUSIC VP (2017)
Carol Morrell
COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)
Bill Sutton
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms)
Bob Brethouwer
Larry Wilkinson
Tim Lund
MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
MaryAnn Rathburn
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Carol Morrell
SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer
SUNSHINE GUY
Rex Pierson
CHAPTER HISTORIAN
Tom Chamberlain

You know you're getting old
when you fall down and
wonder what else you could
do as long as you're down
there.
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Splinters from the Board
Notice: These are NOT the oﬃcial minutes and merely present
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings. Oﬃcial
minutes may be obtained from Secretary Frush Or not.

As promised at the April board
meeting, this meeting was
dedicated to final planning and
execution for the June Shows in
Delta and Montrose. Coop did an
admirable job of keeping the topic
from wandering too far astray in
spite of the eﬀorts of others.

A motion was made and passed to forgo the normal
pot luck before the Ridgway Park concert. The
hope is that a fun place will be chosen and alerted
that most of us with wives/sweethearts in tow will
show up for more singing, food and libations when
we are done entertaining. One example might be
the Horsefly Brewery. This should save all the
work of wives preparing the food for a pot luck.

Our traditional Memorial
Day concert at Ridgway State
Park on May 28 is creating a
conflict with the June Show,
which should have been
anticipated. This happens
with a June show. It happened
the last time we had a
summer show. Perhaps
earlier shows should be
reconsidered for 2017?

We took a short wander in
the wilderness with a
suggestion that we need new
uniforms. Yes, we do, but
this is not the appropriate
time to deal with it.
Coop dragged us back
Programs and supporter/donations took up a good
from wasting time
amount of discussion time. One depends on the other
discussing something
but the other is not progressing as quickly and the one
that can be discussed
requires. Which means, we need a list of donors before
later.
a program can be done. As such, program guy Thrasher
set a deadline of June 2.
After some confusing discussion about the size and cost of show programs, a
motion was made and passed (I think) to print 400, 4 page-double-sided color
programs at the cost about $400. If I understood correctly, that is a pretty good
price. Last year we contracted for 400 double sided color programs consisting of
two pages for $89.92. If we could match the bargain we got last year, we should be
looking at about $180, but times do change. Last year’s program cost the chapter
$0.23/program vs. about a buck apiece for this year.
But it is twice as big. PR guy Thrasher has a big job
Larry W. said that Red
ahead of him to fill it.
Arrow has agreed to host

The other John, the Taylor guy, has some great ideas
about staging this years show. There was some talk
about having other quartets appear. Could be a
gospel quartet called, Store House and it could be a
sort of pick-up quartet. That has not been decided.
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our Guest Quartet,
Momentous, this year.
Rex said he has received a
picture and some promo
stuﬀ from them.
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Gosh, no birthdays on my list.
Sure wish it would get updated.
We have some new guys who
probably have birthdays.
We don’t stop singing because we get old,
we get old because we stop singing.

Birthdays are good for
you. The more you
have, the longer you
live.

ROCKY ROAD
Contact: Vern Dockter
970 -210 - 1793
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the words came first for sure, and then
my dad wrote the music. I believe the
song was written in New York . . .”

and deep within my breast
I thrill to see Old Glory paint the breeze.

BLACK CANYON BARBERSHOP CHORUS
Jacobs and Raye wrote their song in
1940 and, as a result of a January 7,
1942, recording session for Decca Records, the group Fred Waring and His
Pennsylvanians popularized it. Over the
years a number of other recordings of the
tune were made, for example, by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, Tennessee Ernie
Ford, and Pattie Labelle.

www.blackcanyonchorus.org

MONTROSE COLORADO

“We can’t convince him he doesn’t look
like Uncle Sam.”

More of What O.C. Cash Forgot to Tell Us
by Bill Gibbons From the PROBE website

1. Singing barbershop is the illusion of perfection. I delude myself regularly.
2. Ninety-five percent of all leads are singing out of their range.
3. In defense of his suggestion for new chorus uniforms, my friend claimed “the better you’re dressed, the
better you sing.” I gave it a try. I wore a brand new, top of the line, 3-piece suit to the next chorus
rehearsal. I still flatted.
4. If you’re having trouble finding the fourth guy for your quartet, consider this: stop looking. Instead,
call your three-man group a “mini chorus.” It’s all a matter of semantics. A mini chorus will fly. A threeman quartet is a dumb idea.
5. Show Chairman: No one ever left the theater of an Annual Show saying, “it was a lousy show, but it did
come in under budget.”
6. Every chorus requires a contest to sustain its own sense of worth.
7. The less you know about singing lead, the more attractive it is.
8. Contests: The judge’s jokes are always funny.
9. Chorus Directors: If you let the chorus discover your standards, they’ll use them against you.
10. Headquarters Hotel: Never try to adjust your clothing in a crowded elevator.
11. Go figure: If the quartet is stubborn and wins, it has guts. If it is stubborn and loses, it’s dumb.
12. The three other parts can reform, but a bass is forever.
13. There is a pessimist in your chapter who thinks the old days were better. You know who I mean. You
also know the optimist who believes that things are getting better. Trust me on this one, they’re both
wrong.
14. No member of the chorus is completely useless - he can always be used as a horrible example.
15. The amount of food prepared for an Afterglow, as a percentage of the guest’s requirements, is either
84 percent or 192 percent.

I always try to cheer
myself up by singing
when I get sad. Most
of the time, it turns out
that my voice is worse
than my problems. .
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Abraham Connection fund raiser
with The DelRose Sweet Adelines and the Delta High School choir
I just hope the fund raising was as successful as the singing and the size of the audience. But, according to
one who knows, it was. It was a combined donation to help the High School choir and the Abraham
Connection. The Delta United Methodist Church was filled, many not familiar faces in that Church, but willing
to chip in to help the kids and homeless and enjoy the music.
The DelRose Gals sounded good as usual singing many of our favorite songs. The high school choir was
excellent. Their director, Julia, has done a marvelous job bringing their sound near to a competition level.
Marco, the high school band leader, provided the piano background for their singing.
One member of the audience complained to me later that we, the BCBC, did not sing as many songs as we
should have. He then raved about how good we sounded, which meshes with the way MaryAnn and the rest of
us felt. There is no doubt that going over the songs several times before the appearance really helped. The
general practice of going over a few starting bars of all the songs is, or should be, suﬃcient, but it just ‘taint so.
This final tune-up helped us big time.
It goes without saying that we had a great chorus turn-out, all looking spiﬀy and sharp in black slacks, white
shirts, red ties, and red pocket things.. Heck, I think we put more on the stage, well, not really stage, but we
had more bodies singing than the other two outfits. And that is good. Plus, I didn’t see any brown shoes or
yellow shirts.
Thanks to pre-thinking of President Cooper, a phone call to CB’s assured him and us that there would be a
kitchen staﬀ available so we could fill our empty tummies after the concert. Therefore, as is more or less
traditional, a goodly number of singers including MaryAnn congregated at the CB’s Tavern for some vittles, and
liquid of choice, often coﬀee, water, or a pint of that brown/yellow stuﬀ served in a shaker glass. Don't know
what a shaker glass is? I didn’t either. Look it up. I had to.
Since the joint was empty when we arrived, except for one guy at the bar tossing down tequila wth craft beer
as a chaser, we felt comfortable singing and singing and singing. Hey, there was no-one there to complain or be
oﬀended. Oﬀending an audience is not the best way to encourage them to become a member. When the guy at
the bar left, he did say we sounded great. But I’m sure after all that tequila and beer, anyone would.
There were probably 10 or 12 barbershoppers and a wife or two enjoying a sort of planned afterglow after the
glow of a pretty darn good concert. There should have been more but the apparently long drive to Montrose
was just too far and some of them didn’t want to stay up after 9:00 to celebrate a darn good performance. It
was GOOD. We did GOOD. We are on track for a very GOOD show in June.
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new MAC.
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to have in
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his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a
outnu
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if
tinue
Stamp
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop
a
I
new program. They suggested he buy a software program
here Prisc
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him modchoru
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to
good
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple
tinue
program people and ended up with a software program
audie
that would allow him to develop a system that he exto do
plained to us on the Board last week.
churc
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Teach the Children
to Sing

If any of you might be interested in learning what he
tende
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to imget th
prove
it,
and
LOVES
to
talk
about
it.
And
not
because
he
Mountain Talk Page 13 July 2012
A
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what
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well if you have the time (spend an extra

1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
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day or two if you can).
We’ll crown a new District Quartet
Champion, our choruses will compete for
the opportunity to represent the RMD in
Toronto, and the convention will be full of
fun and educational opportunities to sing
throughout the weekend.
Registration forms are on the District
website <www.RMDsing.org> as well as
links to the headquarters hotel lodging
reservation process and Kiva Auditorium
information.

The Membership VP Corner with John Taylor

With the retirement of Dr. Dan Clark,
RMD BOTY, last year, Jeff Click has
returned to the office of Music and Performance VP for the RMD, and is planning another outstanding Rocky Mountain
Harmony College. It will be full of the
classes and coaching we have come to
expect with the intensive learning experience of Rocky Mountain Harmony College, and will have the additional appeal
of a high powered Saturday night show
with the International Quartet Prelim
qualifiers added to the performance
lineup. EVERYONE will want to attend
this show of champions!

As a gentle reminder, the RMD has
negotiated the best room rate possible for
block of hotel sleeping
rooms,
andthan being
It appears that being “Membership aVice-President”
is a lot
easier
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Harmony
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performance by Vern Dockter and his quartet,
Rocky
Road,
thatdollars
the students
saw and
events. That’s
YOUR
District
beat Mt. Rushmore
by which they were “properly” impressed.ing wasted unnecessarily. Thanks for
www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org
lodging together as a District family
Sunday, Aug 26
(wherebeen
you can
enjoy thefor fellowship),
And two other gentlemen, whom we’ve
courting
awhile have bitten Boulder
the
Chautauqua
and saving ourselves a boatload of
bullet and are sending in their dues. Parker
is an energetic transfer from one of
our Barbershop Harmony
www.harmonize.com/timberliners
money.

Society aﬃliates in Idaho. Grady is a younger brother of one of our seven year (at least) members, Don
Weiszbrod, and has impressed with his musical and technical background. (Incidentally, Don was the guy
who got me to sign up for this crazy organization shortly after he started.)
Now we are faced with the wonderful problem of finding enough shirts, ties and hankies of the
correct colors for our performances for all of our new guys. And, I hear, we may even get a new quartet
out of our recent recruits.
I’m holding oﬀ on my recruitment ads in the local rags for the time being, until we can see where
we’re at in the dress up department. (Thanks, Carol, for attending to this detail.) And, thanks to all of
you oldies and newbies for showing up at rehearsals and injecting some needed enthusiasm. Hang in
there and we’ll have one of our best shows AND best choruses ever!
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JerMarHooper@aol.com
Del Miller, Joe Gibson
Bob Dickman, Jerry Hooper

Ignition!
(with Denver Mile High)
Curtis Terry 303 364-5800
curlymt@comcast.net
Dan Testa, Curtis Terry
Ryan Wilson, Denny Malone

Rocky Mountain Magic
Dick Cable 303 973-9217
Mountain
Talk Page 5
dac2934@gmail.com
Jim Darling, Doug Kulesa, Nelson
McNulty, Ralph Fennell, Dick Cable

Joyful Noise
Tony Pranaitis 303 233-6234
TonyChiro@juno.com
Al and Bunny Klinger
Tony and Nancy Pranaitis

UltraSoniX
Damian Berger 720 962-6527
damian@e-oasis.com
Dave Myers, Ted Cluett
Tony Pranaitis, Damian Berger

