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Singing in the Rain
Tim’s Take

Tom’s Take
submitted by Tim Davis

Well another Silverton weekend has come and
gone. We had a great time with Jim Clark directing. He
got a bit long winded while standing on risers but if you
know Jim...well enough said about that. Montrose had
the smallest group there but we managed a good sound.
Del Dyck sang with us which helped. Ask Johan what
his experience was...ALL GOOD.
We had WEATHER, imagine that, Dave
Christensen was there as a spectator. Now living in
Mesa with his new bride, is thinking about singing with
GJ.
We were on our way home and passed a backward
trike going toward Silverton, but on this side of Ouray
we were passed again by said strange trike
RIDER..wonder if he will graduate to 2 wheels
someday. (Funny you noticed. Graduated from tricycle
to bicycle to motorcycle to reversed trike called a Can
Am Spyder.)
BIG THANK YOU to Larry Cooper for putting it
all together..it really can be a thankless job.
My only concern was the $10.00 that had to be pd
by all Montrose folks there. All other groups pd. for
their participating members
Oh well enough about politics.
Thanks again for a great time.

submitted by Tom Chamberlain
I had a nice drive up in Del’s yellow Mercedes but the weather
in Silverton was quite iﬀy, with a few scattered showers during the
day.
In spite of a poor turnout by the Black Canyon Chorus, it was
still a good time in Silverton. Johan showed up for the whole day
and helped fill out our bass section. For 9 guys (directed by Larry
Cooper), we sounded pretty good and “Rocky Road” was very
strong on two tough songs. The surprise was how good the other
choruses sounded. The Farmington chorus showed up with 11 good
singers and a new director. They were good. Durango had 13
members on stage and Amy did a great job with some diﬃcult
songs. Grand Junction had 20 on stage and were terrific, directed
by Olyn Carlson. He has been going to Directors College every year
for the last few years, and it really showed. They were able to vary
their volume very eﬀectively and none of their voices stood out. A
very nice blend.
The mass chorus had 50 on stage and sounded quite good
under the direction of Jim Clark. He is very entertaining and did a
good job of focusing on pitch and vowels. Unfortunately, Jim loves
to talk and goof oﬀ, and we probably listened to him talk and make
jokes for the same amount of time that we spent singing. There was
a good audience of apx. 100+ enthusiastic people that even joined
in the singing of “God Bless America”. All in all, a good time and a
great opportunity to visit with old friends and to improve and make
our chorus better. Hopefully we will do a better job of supporting
this event next year.
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Never say never
because never
never happens …
well, hardly ever.
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Splinters from the Board
Notice: These are NOT the oﬃcial minutes and merely present
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings.

Treasurer Rex announced to
all who cared that he would
no longer track the in-lieu
donations to the Chapter
because of the complexities
of doing so with Quicken.
It did paint a clearer picture
of our expenses but it seems
too dang hard to do.

The board rightfully got bogged
down in the financial figures of our
show and whether we lost money or
really made some. As it turned out,
we actually did make quite a bit
rather than losing that amount as
was first reported. But it took quite
a while to sort thru the financial
report to get our minds
straightened out and feeling better
about our show.

As might be expected, most of the time spent after
the normal board member reports was spent on the
current lack of a music director dilemma. Items
discussed without conclusion were: Can we aﬀord
to pay a new director? Should we have a trial
period for any candidates? Could we have a
director come in every 3rd session or so? Is it
possible to have rotating directors? What exactly
do we want to accomplish with a new director?
Should the job description be re-done and firmed
up? What is the future of our Chapter? Should we
be concerned about the diﬀerence of symphony
singing vs. Church choir singing and barbershop
singing? Are the techniques diﬀerently for each
genre? Is directing a choir/chorus used to having
musical accompaniment that much diﬀerent from
directing an A cappella chorus?

Yes indeedy, we are going
to have a pot-luck and
singout out at Ridgway
Reservoir overlook again
on Labor Day, the
Saturday before. For
final instructions and
time and what to wear,
keep your eye on the
informative email from
Program VP Dennis. He
is doing his very best to
make sure you all get the
information you need.

The 2017 Silverton Music Festival is already set for
the first weekend in August of 2017. Mark your
calendar, get reservations, and plan to attend.
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Johan singing in a pickup quartet with Gold Medalist Jim Clark at the
Afterglow at Natalia’s

MONTROSE COLORADO

Lloyd Wenzel
MaryAnn Rathburn

August 19
August 28

We don’t stop singing because we get old,
we get old because we stop singing.

Birthdays are good for
you. The more you
have, the longer you
live.
Grady being our MC and our director at the Gold Wing conference/rally.

ROCKY ROAD
Contact: Vern Dockter
970 -210 - 1793
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Wing Ding
Adventures

We were told we didn’t need a director and we could sing most anything if someone would just get us started.
Besides, this is no big deal, the size and shape of the Friendship hall is all working against us and we should just do the
best we can. And, there probably won’t be many there anyway. Really? Those predictions just didn’t work out as we
were told.
First oﬀ, our stand-in director Coop had to attend an important funeral schedule at the same time. Stannard was
also involved. Next, Dennis, our Program VP was also missing which meant we did not have an MC to talk our way
thru the singing. A pretty good bunch of us showed up with very little leadership and more than needed confusion.
The Gold Wing rally schedule of events informed the attendees that we, the Black Canyon Barbershop Chorus, would
be entertaining from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM. That was not news needed since we had planned to sing from about 1:30 to
1:50. A few unanticipated singers showed up to help our sound, which was good. Didn’t get a firm count but probably
12 to 14, which is usually enough. Coop had contacted Tim Lund about our sound system and Tim did the yeoman
chores of bringing it and setting it up, which turned out to be very necessary. Even though Dennis had prepared a song
list, the longer scheduled sing-time means we had to try to figure out which songs could be added. Then the miracle
happened. Grady stepped up and took over.
Yes, Grady organized us, got us warmed up, took on the role of an MC, and led us through all the songs, many more
than first planned. Grady saved the day. Grady deserves our thanks. It was a grand Grady Day.

Thank you Grady.
And thanks to all the guys who showed up to do their thing under far less than optimal conditions. Of
course we were somewhat skeptical at the beginning and getting nervous guys to line up looking like a chorus
rather than a mob just was not going to happen. And considering the location, one side of the chorus could
not hear the other side, which sort of messed up the timing. Well, ‘sort of ’ is an understatement. But Grady
did the best he could keeping us mostly on the same page, but maybe not in the same paragraph.
The audience was fantastic! They loved us, and we felt their love. They were incredible and deserved
more but, what the heck, they gave us an encore and we did it up brown … or red … or white … or yellow. I
just hate to be called a racist. Good sing-out in spite of the pitfalls. Lots of fun, need more of them.
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Teach the Children
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