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Seen in the Concho Capers, July 2012, 
Paul White, editor 
 
The Songs We Sing 
 

“This Is My Country”“This Is My Country”  
 

Contributed by David Wolfe 
 

“This Is My Country” was composed in 
1940 by the popular songwriters Don 
Raye and Al Jacobs. Raye, who was born 
Donald MacRae Wilhoite, Jr. was born 
March 16, 1909, in Washington, D.C. and 
Jacobs was born on January 22, 1903, in 
San Francisco. Wilhoite changed his 
name to Don Raye when he went into 
vaudeville. A talented dancer, Raye 
shifted his focus from hoofing to compos-
ing as he began to write songs for his 
routine. Raye's name became linked with 
an array of fellow songwriters and musi-
cians, including Sammy Cahn and Saul 
Chaplin, who, like Raye collaborated with 
the alto saxophonist Jimmie Lunceford, 
leader of one of the swing era's finest 
orchestras. 

 

As regards “This Is My Country” Al 
Jacobs' daughter, Joann, recently wrote, 
“Dad ran into Don Raye who said he was 
in the process of writing a patriotic song 
and would he like to write the music. So 
the words came first for sure, and then 
my dad wrote the music. I believe the 
song was written in New York . . .”  

 

Jacobs and Raye wrote their song in 
1940 and, as a result of a January 7, 
1942, recording session for Decca Re-
cords, the group Fred Waring and His 
Pennsylvanians popularized it. Over the 
years a number of other recordings of the 
tune were made, for example, by the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir, Tennessee Ernie 
Ford, and Pattie Labelle. 

 

At the height of his career in 1941, 
Raye enlisted in the U.S. Army and after 
the war continued working on a wide vari-
ety of films for Universal Studies until his 
retirement in 1949. Jacob's later pop 
songs included the 1954 Hit Parade tunes 
“If I Give My Heart to You” (written with 
Milton Gabler and Jimmie Crane) and “I 
Need You Now” (written with Jimmie 
Crane) and scores or tunes included in 
films such as The Wild Rebels, Crocodile 
Dundee and the Karate Kid. Tunes by 
these men were recorded by artists as 
diverse as Chuck Berry, Bing Crosby, 
Bette Midler, and the Rolling Stones. 

 

The co-authors of “This Is My Coun-
try” passed away within a month of each 
other. Raye died in Encino, California on 
January 29, 1985. Al Jacobs passed 
away on February 13, 1985 in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Their song “This is My Country” 
is played nightly during the finale of the 
Disneyland and Disney World fireworks 
show. 

 

The lyrics start with a verse that 
should be slow and reverent, in phrase: 

 

What difference if I hail from  
North or South 

Or from the East or West? 
My heart is filled with love for all of these. 

I only know I swell with pride,  
and deep within my breast 

I thrill to see Old Glory paint the breeze. 
 

 
 

“We can’t convince him he doesn’t look 
like Uncle Sam.” 

Matt Seivert leading warmups 
June 26th 

Then, for the verses, it swings into a 
march tempo. Notably, the original lyrics 
honor both American natives and immi-
grants. The first verse reads: 

 

This is my country, land of my birth  
This is my country, grandest on Earth 

 

While the second verse (the introduction 
is not repeated) instead reads: 

This is my country, land of my choice 
This is my country, hear my proud voice. 

 

Both verses have the same ending: 
 

I pledge thee my allegiance  
America the bold 

For this is my country, 
 to have and to hold! 

  
from the Library of Congress  

Performing Arts Encyclopedia  
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ 

–and from wikipedia.org 


