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Visit us at our official web site:  
http:/barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com/

hordshordsCC
anyonanyon

Singing every Thursday at 7:00 PM, Community
United Methodist Church of Olathe

NOVEMBER 2016
Vol. 32 Number 11

I have no idea who 
wrote the good 
information on the next 
two pages, and I have 
no idea where I got it, 
but I found it in some 
stuff I still have in the 
computer.  If you have 
read this before, try it 
again anyway.  If not, try 
it now.  I guess it must 
work or I wouldn’t have 
saved it.  If the author 
has their feelings hurt 
because I didn’t 
mention their name, 
tough unless they want 
to take the credit … or 
blame for writing it.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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THE SHOW:  Well, I guess we are gong to have a 
show but what kind is really up in the air.  
Minimizing our work seemed to be a prime focus 
until it was pointed out how much it would cost to 
have several guest quartets and choirs thus making a profit nearly impossible, 
plus the possibility that some in the audience might be put-off by coming to a 
barbershop music show with very little barbershop music.  So, as might be 
expected, Dr Bob made a motion to adjourn.  Since Pres. Coop will be gone 
for a month or so next year, we may need to deal with this in December.  
What the heck?  Valentines Day singing?  Fund raising?  

CANYON CHORDS is the official monthly 
publication of the Black Canyon 
Barbershop Chorus known as the 
Montrose, Colorado, chapter of the 
Barbershop Harmony Society.  Opinions 
stated in this bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Chapter, the Editor, or 
possibly even the stated author.  

2016 CHAPTER OFFICERS 
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown after 
office)

PRESIDENT (2017)
Larry Cooper

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
John Taylor

SECRETARY (2016)
Chuck Frush

TREASURER (2016)
Rex Pierson

PRACTICE & PERFORMANCES VP (2017)
Dennis Olmstead

MEMBERSHIP VP (2016)
John Taylor

PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2017)
John Thrasher

MUSIC VP (2017)
Vacant

COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)
Bill Sutton

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms) 
Bob Brethouwer
Larry Wilkinson
Tim Lund

MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
Larry Cooper and Grady Weiszbrod
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Vacant

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer

SUNSHINE GUY 
Rex Pierson 

CHAPTER HISTORIAN 
Tom Chamberlain

Splinters from the Board
Notice:  These are NOT the official minutes and merely present 
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings.  Official 
minutes can be found on our website. 

I think we had an election on 
the Thursday before the board 
meeting, but I’m not really sure 
wha we voted on.  I think 
someone, maybe Coop, said 
“All in favor of electing those 
who are running say Aye.” or 
something like that.  So if you 
are expecting me to tell you 
who is what and for how long, 

you are expecting the 
impossible.  But 
somebody will know, 
maybe.  Perhaps this will 
be cleared up at the 
Board Meeting.  

Some may think Board meetings 
are places where decisions are 
made and planning is done, but 
our meetings counter that 
assumption.  Meetings are 
apparently for discussion, more 
discussion, and adjourning 
before any decisions are made.  
Well, maybe one was made.  

There was a motion made, sort of voted on and 
then revised and probably voted on again before 
endless attempts to describe exactly what the 
motion was so it could be properly transcribed in 
the minutes so we could read them the weekend 
before the next meeting.  That motion may or may 
not have said that we could/should/may request any 
well established or burgeoning choir/chorus 
director who might want to direct our chapter 
could come to demonstrate their ability for three 
weeks so we could accept them or refuse them, but 
they would be paid anyway just for making the 
effort.  If this is confusing, read the minutes.  

By some kind of 
acclamation it was 

decided (a word not 
often used) that we 

would NOT 
participate in the 
Delta Christmas 

Parade.  But we will 
sing before.  Now at 

5:00 pm

It was pretty much established that the nomination committee failed to find 
anyone willing to serve as our Music VP since Carol resigned.  It was not clear, 
however, how much effort really went into trying to find someone, but the 
results are obvious.  We don’t have a Music VP.  As far as the rest of officer 
positions, it seems that all who are now serving will continue to serve, as far as 
we know.  Robert the guy who wrote the Rules would be turning over in his 
grave it he really knew how his rules are ignored.  

Most of the stuff people 
worry about, ain't never 
gonna happen anyway.

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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We don’t stop singing because we get old, 
we get old because we stop singing.

Tim Davis November 16
Dan Baer November 29
Phil Plumb December 9
John Taylor December 14

ROCKY ROAD 
Contact:  Vern Dockter  
970 -210 - 1793

Birthdays are good for 
you. The more you 
have, the longer you 
live.
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Seen in the Concho Capers, July 2012, 
Paul White, editor 
 
The Songs We Sing 
 

“This Is My Country”“This Is My Country”  
 

Contributed by David Wolfe 
 

“This Is My Country” was composed in 
1940 by the popular songwriters Don 
Raye and Al Jacobs. Raye, who was born 
Donald MacRae Wilhoite, Jr. was born 
March 16, 1909, in Washington, D.C. and 
Jacobs was born on January 22, 1903, in 
San Francisco. Wilhoite changed his 
name to Don Raye when he went into 
vaudeville. A talented dancer, Raye 
shifted his focus from hoofing to compos-
ing as he began to write songs for his 
routine. Raye's name became linked with 
an array of fellow songwriters and musi-
cians, including Sammy Cahn and Saul 
Chaplin, who, like Raye collaborated with 
the alto saxophonist Jimmie Lunceford, 
leader of one of the swing era's finest 
orchestras. 

 

As regards “This Is My Country” Al 
Jacobs' daughter, Joann, recently wrote, 
“Dad ran into Don Raye who said he was 
in the process of writing a patriotic song 
and would he like to write the music. So 
the words came first for sure, and then 
my dad wrote the music. I believe the 
song was written in New York . . .”  

 

Jacobs and Raye wrote their song in 
1940 and, as a result of a January 7, 
1942, recording session for Decca Re-
cords, the group Fred Waring and His 
Pennsylvanians popularized it. Over the 
years a number of other recordings of the 
tune were made, for example, by the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir, Tennessee Ernie 
Ford, and Pattie Labelle. 

 

At the height of his career in 1941, 
Raye enlisted in the U.S. Army and after 
the war continued working on a wide vari-
ety of films for Universal Studies until his 
retirement in 1949. Jacob's later pop 
songs included the 1954 Hit Parade tunes 
“If I Give My Heart to You” (written with 
Milton Gabler and Jimmie Crane) and “I 
Need You Now” (written with Jimmie 
Crane) and scores or tunes included in 
films such as The Wild Rebels, Crocodile 
Dundee and the Karate Kid. Tunes by 
these men were recorded by artists as 
diverse as Chuck Berry, Bing Crosby, 
Bette Midler, and the Rolling Stones. 

 

The co-authors of “This Is My Coun-
try” passed away within a month of each 
other. Raye died in Encino, California on 
January 29, 1985. Al Jacobs passed 
away on February 13, 1985 in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Their song “This is My Country” 
is played nightly during the finale of the 
Disneyland and Disney World fireworks 
show. 

 

The lyrics start with a verse that 
should be slow and reverent, in phrase: 

 

What difference if I hail from  
North or South 

Or from the East or West? 
My heart is filled with love for all of these. 

I only know I swell with pride,  
and deep within my breast 

I thrill to see Old Glory paint the breeze. 
 

 
 

“We can’t convince him he doesn’t look 
like Uncle Sam.” 

Matt Seivert leading warmups 
June 26th 

Then, for the verses, it swings into a 
march tempo. Notably, the original lyrics 
honor both American natives and immi-
grants. The first verse reads: 

 

This is my country, land of my birth  
This is my country, grandest on Earth 

 

While the second verse (the introduction 
is not repeated) instead reads: 

This is my country, land of my choice 
This is my country, hear my proud voice. 

 

Both verses have the same ending: 
 

I pledge thee my allegiance  
America the bold 

For this is my country, 
 to have and to hold! 

  
from the Library of Congress  

Performing Arts Encyclopedia  
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ 

–and from wikipedia.org 

Because we are not doing much and 
because if I wait until after the Sweet 
Ad show and Christmas sing in Delta 
I won’t have anything for the 
December issue, which is pretty 
typical.  So this is done now so we can 
claim an issue for November in case 
we are still messing with CARA 
points.  But that may not be an issue.  

Now you know why you are getting a 
bulletin with very little content.  Of 
course, if some of you felt the need, I 
could print something from you.  
Thanks to John Taylor.  He did send 
something.  It’s on the last pager 
where it belongs.  It’s darn good stuff.  

NOTE:  Fourmata with Coop singing bari will 
participate in the Olathe High School Veterans 
Day assembly on November 11.  Always a good 
idea to keep our relationship current with the 

young folks.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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"Why We Need a New and Younger Membership V. P.!"  by John Taylor
(Past C.A.R.A. points guy, past President, past Show Scriptwriter and past 
Baritone.......now Membership V.P., music Lesson Taker and confused Lead.)

I was reminded by a fellow BCBC member at Don Barnett's (Barney's) funeral last 
month, that we need to think ahead.  "I'm afraid we're going to have a lot more of 
these," my fellow singer said, as we were seated at the service.  At first I wasn't 
sure what he meant.  And, then I followed his glance down the two rows of mostly 
white haired and balding gentlemen and realized that we're not yet building a strong replacement and back up team 
for the elderly core of BCBC.  Soon enough we'll be out of "the old guys" to sing "the old songs" and show up for 
"events" and perhaps sing for our own funerals.

The National Barbershop Harmony organization realizes this.  Their focus in the past several years has been on 
recruiting new young members and adjusting our song repertoire to fit younger tastes.  The message is clear.  We 
can't just keep singing songs from the 20's, 30's and 40's and stay relevant!  Good Golly, Miss 
Molly..........we think Beatles songs from the 60's are NEW!  They're over 50 years old!

We need some new blood.  And we need to shift our focus to "the New Barbershop" if we are to 
survive.  Let's push to get and keep the young guys involved.  They are our future!  They are the ones 
who will sing at our own funerals.

Teach the Children 
to Sing

1943 Spring Drive

Delta, CO 81416
CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a 
chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an 
atmosphere of musical excellence and by 
promoting harmony in our lives, our 
relationships, and our community."

THE CANYON CHORDS
BULLETIN EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Bill Sutton
1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
Phone/FAX 874-9280
e-mail:  williesut@aol.com

Membership VP Taylor Sez …

COMPLIMENTARY 
COPY

Stamp
here

RETURN REQUESTED
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For me, this barbershopping year is really speeding by. 
We have been very busy in our monthly Board meetings. I 
believe we have been making a lot of good decisions and 
have been trying to keep our membership up to speed on 
what the Board is doing.  

 

With that in mind, I want to tell you about what our 
treasurer has been doing for all of us. In probably the most 
difficult and important task in our chapter, Lee Van Deren, 
this month, has completely revamped our financial struc-
ture. I wanted to explain what he has done, but couldn't do 
it myself, so I called Lee and got his help. What inspired 
this effort was that Lee's  computer (pc) crashed. He 
chose to purchase an Apple (Mac) computer to replace it. 
Lee had been using Quicken to keep our financial records, 
but the Mac system did not have an effective Quicken. So 
Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his 
new MAC.  

 

What a challenge! He knew what he wanted to have in 
his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a 
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if 
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop a 
new program. They suggested he buy a software program 
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him mod-
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to 
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple 
program people and ended up with a software program 
that would allow him to develop a system that he ex-
plained to us on the Board last  week.  

 

If any of you might be interested in learning what he 
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to im-
prove it, and LOVES to talk about it. And not because he 
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what 
he was exactly able to do, on his own. He will be able to 

separate revenues and expenses 
for all of our paid activities, annual 
shows, Harmony Showcases 
Singing Valentines, Elk programs, 
etc, and do the same with all of 
our “overhead” activities, our 
chapter share of yearly BHS dues, 
director fees, coffee revenues, 
church rental expenses, etc.  
 

Lee will be able to provide these re-
ports to anyone that wants to see this in-
formation monthly. You will be able to see 
what the chapter has done every month; 
and he can provide an annual report that 
shows what we have done each year. The 
beauty of this is that now we will have the 
data available to us that will allow us to 
actually give the chapter an annual 
budget, and allow us to know, on a monthly basis, where 
we are in relationship to our budget. I know that many of 
you have not been on the Board and have not had to pre-
dict and keep track of this for all of us. I have been on the 
Board for at least half of my 30 great chapter years and 
this is a remarkable financial recording system that Lee 
has provided. And he loved doing it for us! 

 

Our Singing Valentine's program was done with our 
fellow barbershoppers in the Sound Of The Rockies 
(SOR) chorus. There were pluses and minuses in this first 
effort, as expected. The Board discussed this last week, 
trying to look at the good and the bad involved in this activ-
ity. They looked at the value of having 20 of our chapter 
members, including several of our newer guys, out singing 
throughout the city. We did not have to do all the heavy 
costs of advertising, and the costs and effort required in 
getting candy, roses and cards, or in scheduling all of 
these singouts. We doubled the profit we made last year, 
in addition to the ease of effort required from chapter 
members. All in all, the Board believed that the benefits far 
outnumbered the challenges and recommended we con-
tinue to work with SOR. 

 

I am pleased, and I'm sure our hard working Director 
Priscilla Shaw is also pleased, with the effort that our 
chorus members have expended to get our show songs in 
good shape well in advance of the show. We need to con-
tinue this effort to put on a very professional show for our 
audiences. I know our chapter quartets are working hard 
to do their best for the chapter. I'm also excited about our 
church outreach program, and commend the efforts ex-
tended by Jerry Hooper, Ralph Fennell, and others to 
get this project off and running. 

 

Again, I encourage anyone to come forward to any 
Board member with any idea that might make our weekly 
chapter meetings more attractive to them. Let's continue to 
find ways to improve and enjoy our hobby! 
 

  

President Dick CablePresident Dick Cable  
 

It’s Fun To Be InIt’s Fun To Be In  
An Active ChapterAn Active Chapter  

September 28-29 

FALL CONVENTION 
Albuquerque 

  

For those of us who do not live in the 

beautiful state of New Mexico, I strongly 

suggest that you bring your wife and visit 

Old Town Albuquerque, and Santa Fe as 

well if you have the time (spend an extra   

day or two if you can). 
 

We’ll crown a new District Quartet 

Champion, our choruses will compete for 

the opportunity to represent the RMD in 

Toronto, and the convention will be full of 

fun and educational opportunities to sing 

throughout the weekend. 
 

Registration forms are on the District 

website <www.RMDsing.org> as well as 

links to the headquarters hotel lodging 

reservation process and Kiva Auditorium 

information. 
     

As a gentle reminder, the RMD has 

negotiated the best room rate possible for 

a block of hotel sleeping rooms, and 

when you use these rooms, our Associa-

tion of Chapters benefits with low-cost or 

no-cost space for chorus rehearsal ball-

rooms, classrooms, and meeting room 

space, etc.  
 

Please do not think of lodging outside 

of the RMD room block. Doing so might 

save you $5 - $10 per night, and then 

costs the District hundred of dollars in 

rental of meeting room space for our 

events. That’s YOUR District dollars be-

ing wasted unnecessarily. Thanks for 

lodging together as a District family 

(where you can enjoy the   fellowship), 

and saving ourselves a boatload of 

money. 

       

 

 

 

April 26-27 
Rocky Mountain Harmony College 

SPRING CONVENTION 
Int’l Quartet Prelims 

 

Red Lion Inn (Stapleton) 

Denver, Colorado 

 
 

 

Rocky Mountain Harmony College will 

NOT be in Estes Park in February 2013. 

It will be held in conjunction with the 

Spring Convention in April. 
  

With the retirement of Dr. Dan Clark, 

RMD BOTY, last year, Jeff Click has 

returned to the office of Music and Per-

formance VP for the RMD, and is plan-

ning another outstanding Rocky Mountain 

Harmony College. It will be full of the 

classes and coaching we have come to 

expect with the intensive learning experi-

ence of Rocky Mountain Harmony Col-

lege, and will have the additional appeal 

of a high powered Saturday night show 

with the International Quartet Prelim 

qualifiers added to the performance 

lineup. EVERYONE will want to attend 

this show of champions! 
  

SUMMER FESTIVALS 
 

   The RMD has three fabulous festi-

vals every summer, and every barber-

shopper should get to at least one of 

them. 

July 20-21 

Silverton  
www.barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com 

       

Aug 17-18   

Harmony Happening in the Hills 
at Mt. Rushmore 

   www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org 
       

Sunday, Aug 26   

Boulder Chautauqua   
www.harmonize.com/timberliners 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chapter Quartets Chapter Quartets   
(T, L, Br, Bs) 

 

Fastlane 
  (with Denver Mile High) 
Paul Dover  303 471-2225  

spebsqsa@comcast.net 

Doyle Cline, Paul Dover  
Gray Jackson, Gian Porro 

 

Grace Notes   
Jerry Hooper  303 278-1762    

JerMarHooper@aol.com 

Del Miller, Joe Gibson  
Bob Dickman, Jerry Hooper 

 

Ignition!  
(with Denver Mile High) 

Curtis Terry  303 364-5800   

curlymt@comcast.net 

Dan Testa, Curtis Terry  
Ryan Wilson, Denny Malone 

 

Rocky Mountain Magic 
Dick Cable  303 973-9217  

dac2934@gmail.com 

Jim Darling, Doug Kulesa, Nelson 
McNulty, Ralph Fennell, Dick Cable 

 

Joyful Noise   
Tony Pranaitis  303 233-6234  

TonyChiro@juno.com 

Al and Bunny Klinger  
Tony and Nancy Pranaitis 

 

UltraSoniX   
Damian Berger  720 962-6527  

damian@e-oasis.com 

Dave Myers, Ted Cluett  
Tony Pranaitis, Damian Berger 

RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS     
For Every Member 
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