
BLACK CANYON BARBERSHOP CHORUS                 www.blackcanyonchorus.org MONTROSE COLORADO

Page �  of �  pages1 7

The Society for the Preservation and 
Propagation of Barbershop Quartet 
Singing in the United States 
Statement of purpose---and other 
stuff 
 Men of good character have a love 
of song in their hearts. They yearn 
for the ringing tones of four voices 
tenderly harmonizing a well-tuned 
barbershop seventh chord. 
In years gone by, they found fulfillment in being 
part of groups, both large and small, that cherished 
those seventh chords and the pure, downright 
ecstasy brought upon their whole being when they 
happened to achieve just the right intonation and 
just the right balance. Cheers and lots of 
backslapping arose from those wonderful 
experiences.

As the years have flown by, the joys have faded, the 
sounds have changed, and the music has 
drifted. The roots have been pulled out of the solid 
ground that they have rested in for many 
years. More than one old codger has been heard to 
say, “It ain’t like it used to be.” Truth be told, it 
ain’t! Hearts long for the good old days----to find 
their roots once again and to be swept away in close 
harmony with three other guys.

It all began with two Tulsa OK businessmen on a 
business trip to Kansas City meeting at the 
Muehlebach Hotel in 1938. They shared their love of 
music, particularly the old-time 4-part sweet 
harmonies of the Tin Pan Alley era, including the 
memories and traditions involved in singing 
them. They resolved that, on their return to Tulsa, 
they would do something to revive that “old 
barbershop style."

So, upon their return, O. C. Cash and Rupert Hall, a 
tax lawyer and an investor, composed a letter 
inviting 14 friends to join them in an evening of 
singing, food, and fellowship. Twenty-six men 
actually showed up for the gathering. The next 
week there were 70----and 150 the following 
week. News about the new club spread 
everywhere. Soon barbershop groups were forming 
in major cities and small towns all over the U. S. and 
Canada. 
 
Of course, a society formed and grew to over 
38,000 members. However, time, cultural changes 
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and events have quieted the fervor that once 
existed. Men have found many other recreational 
pursuits and have become more invested in their 
work and their families. Society membership has 
declined to half of what it was in the halcyon days 
of yore.

The spirit of competition has swept over the 
barbershop landscape. In its path, fellowship and 
fun have taken back seats. The loss, or perceived 
loss, of these two vital elements, has caused many 
men to find other leisure time activities.
 
Yet, in the hearts of many men, the fire still 
burns. They long for the fellowship and 
camaraderie of other men in the songs of bygone 
days. They have called for someone else, 
something else to bring back the spirit of those 
bygone days.

A copy of the original letter by Hall and Cash is 
reproduced below. In his original draft, they called 
the nascent organization “The Society for the 
Preservation and Propagation of BarberShop 
Quartet Singing in the United States.” “Propagation” 
was quickly changed to "Encouragement" and “the 
United States” became "America".

As we begin this monumental endeavor, we wish to 
both remember and honor “Rupe” and “O. C.”
 
 Therefore, be it known that:
 
The Society for the Preservation and 
Propagation of Barbershop Quartet Singing 
in the United States is established to ensure that 
the wholly American institution of Male barbershop 
quartet singing is preserved in the form and 
manner in which it was birthed --- by utilizing 
songs typifying those composed during the years 
between 1890 to 1929. The hallmarks of 
particularly appropriate stylistic songs were 
recognized and codified by a meeting of 
barbershop song arrangers who met in Racine, 
Wisconsin in 1970. Such songs have easily 
discernible internal harmonies, which enable the 
singer to quickly and appropriately harmonize with 
the melody of the song, as well as 46 other 

discernible hallmarks. All records of the 1970 
meeting have been lost. But the real old 
barbershopper will assure you that your ear is the 
best guide.

It is the noble and honorable mission of this 
organization to preserve and propagate this art 
form during the lifetime of every member and to 
pass it on intact, undiluted and unevolved to 
succeeding generations of male singers. In doing 
so, one the primary aims of this organization is to 
have fun --- fun in singing, fun in fellowship 
and fun in living a good life.

In this regard, therefore, one of the major 
outreaches of this organization will be to encourage 
the participation of young adult men that they may 
learn the art form in their formative years and carry 
the torch onward to succeeding generations.
 
Another major outreach will be a requirement 
that every viable group assists their community 
with concerts and performances --- free of charge, 
as much as is possible. Society auditors will not 
notice free meals and/or refreshments.

Finally, on the subject of outreach, it is the 
intention of the steering committee to find a 
charitable project that all individual members 
and groups will be asked to support. It may well be 
an organization that uses music to heal.
 
The organization itself consists of individual 
members who are encouraged to form quartets and 
affiliate with other members and quartets for the 
purpose of robust and boisterous singing, 
fellowship and fun. Although group (or gang) 
singing is a natural outgrowth of such affiliations, 
singing in quartets is the favored activity. Although 
many folks will need actual printed music to sing 
their part, ear singing (woodshedding) is a delight 
and highly-encouraged. Learning tracks is a 
forbidden term and should never be used in polite 
company.
 
Membership is open to any male of good will 
and good character who is in concert with 
the mission of this organization. The first one 
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hundred members, upon payment of a significant, 
yet fully-affordable, initiation fee, will forever be 
known as FOUNDERS. Their names shall appear on 
all founding documents. They will still be 
responsible if and when a levy is instituted by the 
board of directors. The first 400 members, upon 
payment of a nominal initiation fee, will forever be 
known as CHARTER members. After that, General 
Membership will be available.

Members of SPPBSQSUS may feel free to continue 
their enjoyment of barbershopping as members 
of any other organization. Becoming a member 
of this organization comes with no strings 
attached. There is no requirement to renounce 
previous memberships. We are not and do not 
desire to be in competition with any other 
organization. Rather, we would desire to be in 
Harmony with all of our brothers who love the 
purity of men singing in the barbershop style.
 
It is the intention of this society, upon its 
inception, to be as unorganized as possible 
--- and to remain that way until the federal 
government threatens prosecution. A steering 
committee will begin the process of formation of 
the organization as well as initial recruitment. Then 
they will gracefully retire --- unless they are daring 
enough to suggest themselves for election as the 
first board members.

After the organization is complete and functioning, 
but somewhere around 1 January 2019, with 
offices established, officers will be elected to fill 
them, as much as possible by an open vote of all 
of the members.  Officers may serve for two years, 
without compensation of any kind and then retire 
to the ranks. If they attempt to run for any office, 
ever again in their lifetime, they will be dismissed 
for cause. By acclamation, the members may 
decide to --- very carefully, re-elect an occasional 
board member.
 
If groups desire to compete among 
themselves, they are certainly welcome to do 
so. They may feel free to establish their own rules, 
select their own judges and invite whomever they 
wish. The society itself will not, at this time, 
endorse any such undertaking. However, it does 

interpose the following caveat: Any such 
competition, that suggests an affiliation with 
this organization, must require that all 
participants use only entirely stylistic music 
for their performances. Any deviation from this 
requirement must be heavily penalized and, if 
severe enough, result in disqualification. Judges 
are warned that they serve at their own peril. The 
society will be held harmless for any audience 
retribution.

Initial membership will be conferred upon 
payment of $20 to fund start-up 
expenses. The initial board of directors will 
decide if there is to be an annual levy and how 
much it is to be. However, they are warned that 
they will be impeached if that levy ever exceeds 
$20 per annum and gets to be a habit.

If it is discovered that any extra-talented member 
is charging more than expenses and a very small 
stipend for his special skills and the extra time he 
spends away from home and family, he shall be 
warned to suspend such activities. If he continues 
to pursue such ignominy, he shall be disbarred, 
censured, tarred and feathered and "run out of 
town on a rail." This society will have no truck with 
professional barbershoppers.
 
If there is any subject that has not been covered 
by this mission statement, there are several 
reasons: 
  First, it is because the writers are unable to think 
of any other contingencies that need discussion.
  Secondly, the less said about things the better. 
If you discover or feel that there is more to be 
discussed, run for office.
 
In the meantime, blow a B-flat and let's get on 
with it.
 
See the website for more information: 

http://sppbsqsus.org/

https://www.sppbsqsus.org
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April 8,  1938 ( is it a strange twist of Karma that I was born in 1938?) 
 
In these days of Dictators and Government control of everything, about the only privilege 
guaranteed in the Bill of Rights, not in some way supervised or directed, is the art of Barber 
Shop Quartet Singing.  Without doubt, we still have the right of “peaceable assembly” which I 
am advised by competent legal authority includes quartet singing.  The writers of this letter 
have for a long time thought that something should be done to encourage the enjoyment of 
this last remaining vestige of human liberty.  Therefore, we have decided to hold a songfest 
on the Roof Garden of the Tulsa Club on Monday, April 11, at six thirty p.m.  A Dutch lunch 
will be served.
 
After several months of research, and investigation, we are convinced that your record 
warrants our tendering you the honor of joining this group.  We sincerely trust that you will not 
fail us. 
 
As evidence of the work that your Committee has done in this connection, we enclose a 
compilation of most of the good old fashioned  Barber Shop Quartet songs which we trust you 
will look over and familiarize yourself with.  Bring this list with you.  It is our purpose to start 
right in at the first, sing every song, in numerical order, plow right down the middle, and let the 
chips fall where they will.  What could be sweeter than ten or twelve perfectly synchronized 
male voices singing “Dear Old Girl!”  Just thinking about it brought back to your Committee 
fond memories of a moonlight night, a hayride and the soft young blonde summer visitor from 
Kansas City we dated on that occasion years ago.
 
Do not forget the date, and make every effort to be present, telephone us if convenient.  We 
will have a private room and so will not be embarrassed by the curiosity of the vulgar public.  
You may bring a fellow singer if you desire.
 
Harmoniously Yours,
                                                       
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND
PROPAGATION OF BARBER SHOP QUARTET
SINGING IN THE UNITED STATES
RUPERT HALL, Royal keeper of the Minor Keys
Braniff Investment Company---Phone 2-91921
O. C. Cash, Third Asst. Temporary Vice Chairman
Stanolind Companies----Phone 2-3211

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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CANYON CHORDS is the official 
monthly publication of the Black 
Canyon Barbershop Chorus known as 
the Montrose, Colorado, chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
Opinions stated in this bulletin are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the 
Editor, or possibly even the stated 
author.  

2018 CHAPTER OFFICERS 
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown 
after office)

PRESIDENT (2019)
Larry Cooper

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
John Taylor

SECRETARY ( 2018)
Chuck Frush

TREASURER ( 2019)
Rex Pierson

PROGRAM & EVENTS VP (2019)
Tim Lund

MEMBERSHIP VP ( 2018)
John Taylor

PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2019)
John Thrasher

MUSIC & PERFORMANCE VP (2019)
Grady Weiszbrod

COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)
Bill Sutton

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms) 
Bob Brethouwer
Alan King

MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
Larry Cooper
Grady Weiszbrod
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer

SUNSHINE GUY 
Rex Pierson 

CHAPTER HISTORIAN 
Tom Chamberlain

Splinters from the Board
Not official minutes, not even 
close, but a rather cynical 
and sometimes sarcastic 
observation of what 
happened or should have 
happened or possibly 
shouldn’t have happened.  
Minutes are probably 
available from somewhere, 
sometime.  

The older you 
get, the earlier it 
gets late.

ELECTION NOMINEES FOR 2019 

TREASURER:  Rex has agreed to finish his 
term of two years  

SECRETARY:  Chuck Frush (again) 

MEMBERSHIP VP:  Larry Estes 

Members-at-Large 

 Bob Brethouwer 

 Dan Baer 

 Phil Plum (Pending) 

All other officer positions do not expire until 
2019 December 31

There will be a 
PLANNING 
session sort of 
planned to happen 
on December 1 at 
probably 9:00 am 
at some place.  
Yep, some 
planning is 
needed.

SHOW STUFF
We are still talking about having a *Guest Quartet and 
who might find one since Rex agreed 
to do the final sign up stuff when and 
if one is found and selected. 

We will sing 3 songs TBS on the 
‘Alive and Still Kicking' variety 
show at the Montrose Pavilion on  
Monday, October 15.  All the 
details except the clothes we 
should wear are in the Lund 
notices.  But that decision was 
probably made and skimmed 
over my head as I tried to get a 
pen to work.  Something about a 
vest.  

The word about how much fun our 
board meetings are must have 
leaked out as we had four guests 
to join in.  They are, or were, Dan 
Baer, Ken Graybill, Larry and 
Charmaine Estes.  Plus all board 
members showed up and stayed 
for the entire meeting.  

Grady gave a good report of the 
Cedaredge Applefest and how well it 
went in spite of the rain.  So much for 
the drought.  

Bob said that Montrose 
Choir would like to sing a 
song with our chorus on 
the Show which means we 
need to come up with a 
song they can do and we 
can do and schedule some 
joint practices.  Guess Bob 
will do it.  Or not.  Sure 
sounds like a damned fine 
idea.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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We don’t stop singing because we get old, 
we get old because we stop singing.

Bob Brethouwer Nov. 6
Tim Davis Nov. 12

ROCKY ROAD 
Contact:  Vern Dockter  
970 -210 - 1793

Birthdays are good for 
you. The more you 
have, the longer you 
live.

*According to Bob, the frustrated political person, requested my 
comments be revised as following.  “Our continued search for an 
appropriate Guest Quartet is progressing well.”  

Sometime during the valuable and continued parliamentary 
procedural successes of our meeting, Tim L. indicated his 
concern about a previous email questioning the logicality of 
charging one Senior Citizen Assist living facility a reasonable 
fee for our performance while not charging another.  His 
point, rightfully so, was that he and we, chorus members, 
need some precise and a more professional policy adopted 
primarily to allow him and others to be better prepared to 
field questions from the general public regarding any 
standard performance fees that could be or should be 
required for a chorus performance.  Of course there are 
numerous parameters that can and will affect any charges if 
any adjustments are deemed necessary.  Thus perhaps this 
dilemma will be discussed and resolved at the impending 
planning meeting to be held somewhere soon.  

UPDATE 

Guess we won’t be singing on Monday 
but by the time you get this it won’t 
matter anyway.

Once again, if you are not particularly ashamed 
about your age and wouldn’t mind sharing the 
date of your birth with a bunch of guys who really 
don’t give a hoot, just let me know and I’ll 
probably include you in the birthday thing.  This 
plea again assumes some of you might just read 
this by mistake and consider seeing your name in 
print is worth the effort.  

Some things are better left unsaid, but I'm 
probably going to say them anyway.

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Teach the Children 
to Sing

CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a 
chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an 
atmosphere of musical excellence and by 
promoting harmony in our lives, our 
relationships, and our community."

THE CANYON CHORDS
BULLETIN EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Bill Sutton
1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
Phone/FAX 874-9280
e-mail:  williesut@aol.com
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For me, this barbershopping year is really speeding by. 
We have been very busy in our monthly Board meetings. I 
believe we have been making a lot of good decisions and 
have been trying to keep our membership up to speed on 
what the Board is doing.  

 

With that in mind, I want to tell you about what our 
treasurer has been doing for all of us. In probably the most 
difficult and important task in our chapter, Lee Van Deren, 
this month, has completely revamped our financial struc-
ture. I wanted to explain what he has done, but couldn't do 
it myself, so I called Lee and got his help. What inspired 
this effort was that Lee's  computer (pc) crashed. He 
chose to purchase an Apple (Mac) computer to replace it. 
Lee had been using Quicken to keep our financial records, 
but the Mac system did not have an effective Quicken. So 
Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his 
new MAC.  

 

What a challenge! He knew what he wanted to have in 
his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a 
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if 
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop a 
new program. They suggested he buy a software program 
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him mod-
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to 
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple 
program people and ended up with a software program 
that would allow him to develop a system that he ex-
plained to us on the Board last  week.  

 

If any of you might be interested in learning what he 
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to im-
prove it, and LOVES to talk about it. And not because he 
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what 
he was exactly able to do, on his own. He will be able to 

separate revenues and expenses 
for all of our paid activities, annual 
shows, Harmony Showcases 
Singing Valentines, Elk programs, 
etc, and do the same with all of 
our “overhead” activities, our 
chapter share of yearly BHS dues, 
director fees, coffee revenues, 
church rental expenses, etc.  
 

Lee will be able to provide these re-
ports to anyone that wants to see this in-
formation monthly. You will be able to see 
what the chapter has done every month; 
and he can provide an annual report that 
shows what we have done each year. The 
beauty of this is that now we will have the 
data available to us that will allow us to 
actually give the chapter an annual 
budget, and allow us to know, on a monthly basis, where 
we are in relationship to our budget. I know that many of 
you have not been on the Board and have not had to pre-
dict and keep track of this for all of us. I have been on the 
Board for at least half of my 30 great chapter years and 
this is a remarkable financial recording system that Lee 
has provided. And he loved doing it for us! 

 

Our Singing Valentine's program was done with our 
fellow barbershoppers in the Sound Of The Rockies 
(SOR) chorus. There were pluses and minuses in this first 
effort, as expected. The Board discussed this last week, 
trying to look at the good and the bad involved in this activ-
ity. They looked at the value of having 20 of our chapter 
members, including several of our newer guys, out singing 
throughout the city. We did not have to do all the heavy 
costs of advertising, and the costs and effort required in 
getting candy, roses and cards, or in scheduling all of 
these singouts. We doubled the profit we made last year, 
in addition to the ease of effort required from chapter 
members. All in all, the Board believed that the benefits far 
outnumbered the challenges and recommended we con-
tinue to work with SOR. 

 

I am pleased, and I'm sure our hard working Director 
Priscilla Shaw is also pleased, with the effort that our 
chorus members have expended to get our show songs in 
good shape well in advance of the show. We need to con-
tinue this effort to put on a very professional show for our 
audiences. I know our chapter quartets are working hard 
to do their best for the chapter. I'm also excited about our 
church outreach program, and commend the efforts ex-
tended by Jerry Hooper, Ralph Fennell, and others to 
get this project off and running. 

 

Again, I encourage anyone to come forward to any 
Board member with any idea that might make our weekly 
chapter meetings more attractive to them. Let's continue to 
find ways to improve and enjoy our hobby! 
 

  

President Dick CablePresident Dick Cable  
 

It’s Fun To Be InIt’s Fun To Be In  
An Active ChapterAn Active Chapter  

September 28-29 

FALL CONVENTION 
Albuquerque 

  

For those of us who do not live in the 

beautiful state of New Mexico, I strongly 

suggest that you bring your wife and visit 

Old Town Albuquerque, and Santa Fe as 

well if you have the time (spend an extra   

day or two if you can). 
 

We’ll crown a new District Quartet 

Champion, our choruses will compete for 

the opportunity to represent the RMD in 

Toronto, and the convention will be full of 

fun and educational opportunities to sing 

throughout the weekend. 
 

Registration forms are on the District 

website <www.RMDsing.org> as well as 

links to the headquarters hotel lodging 

reservation process and Kiva Auditorium 

information. 
     

As a gentle reminder, the RMD has 

negotiated the best room rate possible for 

a block of hotel sleeping rooms, and 

when you use these rooms, our Associa-

tion of Chapters benefits with low-cost or 

no-cost space for chorus rehearsal ball-

rooms, classrooms, and meeting room 

space, etc.  
 

Please do not think of lodging outside 

of the RMD room block. Doing so might 

save you $5 - $10 per night, and then 

costs the District hundred of dollars in 

rental of meeting room space for our 

events. That’s YOUR District dollars be-

ing wasted unnecessarily. Thanks for 

lodging together as a District family 

(where you can enjoy the   fellowship), 

and saving ourselves a boatload of 

money. 

       

 

 

 

April 26-27 
Rocky Mountain Harmony College 

SPRING CONVENTION 
Int’l Quartet Prelims 

 

Red Lion Inn (Stapleton) 

Denver, Colorado 

 
 

 

Rocky Mountain Harmony College will 

NOT be in Estes Park in February 2013. 

It will be held in conjunction with the 

Spring Convention in April. 
  

With the retirement of Dr. Dan Clark, 

RMD BOTY, last year, Jeff Click has 

returned to the office of Music and Per-

formance VP for the RMD, and is plan-

ning another outstanding Rocky Mountain 

Harmony College. It will be full of the 

classes and coaching we have come to 

expect with the intensive learning experi-

ence of Rocky Mountain Harmony Col-

lege, and will have the additional appeal 

of a high powered Saturday night show 

with the International Quartet Prelim 

qualifiers added to the performance 

lineup. EVERYONE will want to attend 

this show of champions! 
  

SUMMER FESTIVALS 
 

   The RMD has three fabulous festi-

vals every summer, and every barber-

shopper should get to at least one of 

them. 

July 20-21 

Silverton  
www.barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com 

       

Aug 17-18   

Harmony Happening in the Hills 
at Mt. Rushmore 

   www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org 
       

Sunday, Aug 26   

Boulder Chautauqua   
www.harmonize.com/timberliners 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chapter Quartets Chapter Quartets   
(T, L, Br, Bs) 

 

Fastlane 
  (with Denver Mile High) 
Paul Dover  303 471-2225  

spebsqsa@comcast.net 

Doyle Cline, Paul Dover  
Gray Jackson, Gian Porro 

 

Grace Notes   
Jerry Hooper  303 278-1762    

JerMarHooper@aol.com 

Del Miller, Joe Gibson  
Bob Dickman, Jerry Hooper 

 

Ignition!  
(with Denver Mile High) 

Curtis Terry  303 364-5800   

curlymt@comcast.net 

Dan Testa, Curtis Terry  
Ryan Wilson, Denny Malone 

 

Rocky Mountain Magic 
Dick Cable  303 973-9217  

dac2934@gmail.com 

Jim Darling, Doug Kulesa, Nelson 
McNulty, Ralph Fennell, Dick Cable 

 

Joyful Noise   
Tony Pranaitis  303 233-6234  

TonyChiro@juno.com 

Al and Bunny Klinger  
Tony and Nancy Pranaitis 

 

UltraSoniX   
Damian Berger  720 962-6527  

damian@e-oasis.com 

Dave Myers, Ted Cluett  
Tony Pranaitis, Damian Berger 

RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS     
For Every Member 
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If the world 
didn't suck we'd 

all fall off.

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org

