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Visit us at our official web site:  
http:/barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com/

hordshordsCC
anyonanyon

Singing every Thursday at 7:00 PM, Community
United Methodist Church of Olathe
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The easiest way to find something lost around the house is 
to buy a replacement.

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
http://barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com/
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CANYON CHORDS is the official 
monthly publication of the Black 
Canyon Barbershop Chorus known as 
the Montrose, Colorado, chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
Opinions stated in this bulletin are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the 
Editor, or possibly even the stated 
author.  

2018 CHAPTER OFFICERS 
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown 
after office)

PRESIDENT (2019)
Larry Cooper

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
John Taylor

SECRETARY ( 2018)
Chuck Frush

TREASURER ( 2018)
Rex Pierson

PROGRAM & EVENTS VP (2019)
Tim Lund

MEMBERSHIP VP ( 2018)
John Taylor

PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2019)
John Thrasher

MUSIC & PERFORMANCE VP (2019)
Grady Weiszbrod

COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)
Bill Sutton

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms) 
Bob Brethouwer
Alan King

MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
Larry Cooper
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer

SUNSHINE GUY 
Rex Pierson 

CHAPTER HISTORIAN 
Tom Chamberlain

Splinters from the Board
Notice:  These are NOT the official minutes and merely present a 
tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings.  Official 
minutes can be read, if requested, about a month after the meeting. 

Nothing irks me more than that moment during an 
argument when I realize I'm wrong.

It wan’t snowing so about 9 showed up at 
various times.  One said “Sorry I’m late 
but I got here as soon as I wanted.”  
which explains a lot about our meetings.  

Coop and Rex both got 
frownie faces for not 
finishing their dinner.  
Bob got a gold star for 
eating all his, plus a 
very nice and expensive 
dessert.  Rex took his 
home.  Coop gave half 
of his to Sutton for 
reasons unknown.  

Our Chapter participation on 
Valentines Day, like a singing quartet 
for money, ended up dumping all the 
pain and glory on to our only active 
quartet, Rocky Road.  However, if 
there are any duplications or 
conflictions (probably not a word but 
still descriptive) for RR, there very 
well may be a stand-by quartet ready 
to pick up the slack.  

Yes Dorthy, there really will be a 
banquet (probably not installation or 
BOTY) this year at Davetos.  It is, 
thanks to Bob B., set for Friday, Feb. 2 
at 5:30 pm.  The cost and menu will be 
made available whenever Coop and ??? 
wants to.  

For those of you who care, like tall and 
pale Taylor who wants to write the 
script, a semi-final list of songs we might 
sing on our show are forthcoming soon, 
as soon as someone feels it is 
appropriate.  So stay tuned to the BCBC 
website for a list, possibly.  

Oh yeah, the Afterglow.  Yep, we will 
have one and just as soon as someone 
will ‘host’ the shindig, there will be some 
more pertinent information.  Be patient, 
news is on the way.  

FLASH:  Starting pretty soon, our practices will be extended from 7:00 pm to 9:00 
pm with no break between.  Hey, it’s time we learn the songs as soon as we know 
which songs to learn.  But you know part of the list so concentrate on them until you 
know more.  

Tim Lund, so it being 
rumored, has the tickets 
ready to disperse to 
those who need them.  
Ask him on Thursday 
assuming you get this 
before.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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We don’t stop singing because we get old, 
we get old because we stop singing.

Rex. Pierson Feb. 2
Bill Sutton Feb. 8
Larry Cooper Feb. 15
Don Weiszbrod Feb. 10

ROCKY ROAD 
Contact:  Vern Dockter  
970 -210 - 1793

Birthdays are good for 
you. The more you 
have, the longer you 
live.

I'm awake many hours before my body 
allows me to get up.

Think You Can’t Sing? 
Science Doesn’t Believe You 

by Brian LynchOctober 25, 2017 
These words break our hearts every time we hear them: “I’m 
tone deaf. I can’t sing.” It’s usually accompanied by a 
smile or laugh, but the message is both clear and absolute. 
And wrong. 
A great story on Toronto’s Ludwig-Van.com classical music 
site delves into the widely-held misconception that most 
people cannot sing.   
“That’s a blatant lie.” 
Of all creative endeavours, singing is perhaps the most 
poorly understood. To the chagrin of vocal teachers 
everywhere, singing is the one pursuit where you will be 
told, you can’t sing, so don’t bother. Parents will readily 
pony up the resources for acting lessons, or soccer, but when 
it comes to the ability to sing, many people are still under 
the impression that it’s something magical – you either have 
it, or you don’t. 
A study of undergrads at Queen’s University, found that 
about 17 percent reported themselves as being tone deaf. It’s 
such a common fallacy in our society that it has led to a 
world of singers — the small minority — and non-singers — 
the vast majority. But is that really based in reality? Science 
— and those vocal teachers —  say no. 
Sean Hutchings is the Director of Research at Toronto’s 
Royal Conservatory of Music. His lab looks into how music 
affects the mind, and how the mind affects music, in essence. 
He calls singing a “structured coordination of vocal 
muscles” at its most basic level. “Just like any type of 
muscular activity, it’s amenable to practice. We know that 
practising motor control can help. You can certainly learn 
to be better.” As he points out, speaking is already a form of 
muscle control. So, why is it that our society has put singing 
into such a rarefied category? 
“Part of the reason that there has been a source of anxiety 
over singing is inadequate music education.” He points out 
that in older generations, in particular, the sole emphasis 
was on performance. When school children who couldn’t 
naturally hit the right notes, rather than training them, they 
would simply be told to mouth the words, and not sing at 
all. “There’s no better way to make sure someone is bad at 
something than to tell them they can’t do it.” 
Read –and share — the entire story at Think You Can’t Sing? 
Science Doesn’t Believe You.

http://www.barbershop.org/author/blynch/
https://www.ludwig-van.com/toronto/2017/10/24/feature-think-you-cant-sing-science-doesnt-believe-you/
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Back in the ‘good old days’ our Chapter sponsored a SPRING FLING QUARTET CONCERT.  On May 21. 2992, 5 
quartets vied for the glory of winning a rather meaningless but fun competition.  Here are the rules as posted in 1992.  Are 
we still having fun like we used to?  Good question.  

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Teach the Children 
to Sing

1943 Spring Drive

Delta, CO 81416
CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a 
chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an 
atmosphere of musical excellence and by 
promoting harmony in our lives, our 
relationships, and our community."

THE CANYON CHORDS
BULLETIN EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Bill Sutton
1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
Phone/FAX 874-9280
e-mail:  williesut@aol.com

Shirts get dirty. Underwear gets dirty. 
Pants? Pants never get dirty, and you can 
wear them forever.

COMPLIMENTARY 
COPY

Stamp
here

RETURN REQUESTED
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For me, this barbershopping year is really speeding by. 
We have been very busy in our monthly Board meetings. I 
believe we have been making a lot of good decisions and 
have been trying to keep our membership up to speed on 
what the Board is doing.  

 

With that in mind, I want to tell you about what our 
treasurer has been doing for all of us. In probably the most 
difficult and important task in our chapter, Lee Van Deren, 
this month, has completely revamped our financial struc-
ture. I wanted to explain what he has done, but couldn't do 
it myself, so I called Lee and got his help. What inspired 
this effort was that Lee's  computer (pc) crashed. He 
chose to purchase an Apple (Mac) computer to replace it. 
Lee had been using Quicken to keep our financial records, 
but the Mac system did not have an effective Quicken. So 
Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his 
new MAC.  

 

What a challenge! He knew what he wanted to have in 
his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a 
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if 
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop a 
new program. They suggested he buy a software program 
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him mod-
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to 
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple 
program people and ended up with a software program 
that would allow him to develop a system that he ex-
plained to us on the Board last  week.  

 

If any of you might be interested in learning what he 
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to im-
prove it, and LOVES to talk about it. And not because he 
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what 
he was exactly able to do, on his own. He will be able to 

separate revenues and expenses 
for all of our paid activities, annual 
shows, Harmony Showcases 
Singing Valentines, Elk programs, 
etc, and do the same with all of 
our “overhead” activities, our 
chapter share of yearly BHS dues, 
director fees, coffee revenues, 
church rental expenses, etc.  
 

Lee will be able to provide these re-
ports to anyone that wants to see this in-
formation monthly. You will be able to see 
what the chapter has done every month; 
and he can provide an annual report that 
shows what we have done each year. The 
beauty of this is that now we will have the 
data available to us that will allow us to 
actually give the chapter an annual 
budget, and allow us to know, on a monthly basis, where 
we are in relationship to our budget. I know that many of 
you have not been on the Board and have not had to pre-
dict and keep track of this for all of us. I have been on the 
Board for at least half of my 30 great chapter years and 
this is a remarkable financial recording system that Lee 
has provided. And he loved doing it for us! 

 

Our Singing Valentine's program was done with our 
fellow barbershoppers in the Sound Of The Rockies 
(SOR) chorus. There were pluses and minuses in this first 
effort, as expected. The Board discussed this last week, 
trying to look at the good and the bad involved in this activ-
ity. They looked at the value of having 20 of our chapter 
members, including several of our newer guys, out singing 
throughout the city. We did not have to do all the heavy 
costs of advertising, and the costs and effort required in 
getting candy, roses and cards, or in scheduling all of 
these singouts. We doubled the profit we made last year, 
in addition to the ease of effort required from chapter 
members. All in all, the Board believed that the benefits far 
outnumbered the challenges and recommended we con-
tinue to work with SOR. 

 

I am pleased, and I'm sure our hard working Director 
Priscilla Shaw is also pleased, with the effort that our 
chorus members have expended to get our show songs in 
good shape well in advance of the show. We need to con-
tinue this effort to put on a very professional show for our 
audiences. I know our chapter quartets are working hard 
to do their best for the chapter. I'm also excited about our 
church outreach program, and commend the efforts ex-
tended by Jerry Hooper, Ralph Fennell, and others to 
get this project off and running. 

 

Again, I encourage anyone to come forward to any 
Board member with any idea that might make our weekly 
chapter meetings more attractive to them. Let's continue to 
find ways to improve and enjoy our hobby! 
 

  

President Dick CablePresident Dick Cable  
 

It’s Fun To Be InIt’s Fun To Be In  
An Active ChapterAn Active Chapter  

September 28-29 

FALL CONVENTION 
Albuquerque 

  

For those of us who do not live in the 

beautiful state of New Mexico, I strongly 

suggest that you bring your wife and visit 

Old Town Albuquerque, and Santa Fe as 

well if you have the time (spend an extra   

day or two if you can). 
 

We’ll crown a new District Quartet 

Champion, our choruses will compete for 

the opportunity to represent the RMD in 

Toronto, and the convention will be full of 

fun and educational opportunities to sing 

throughout the weekend. 
 

Registration forms are on the District 

website <www.RMDsing.org> as well as 

links to the headquarters hotel lodging 

reservation process and Kiva Auditorium 

information. 
     

As a gentle reminder, the RMD has 

negotiated the best room rate possible for 

a block of hotel sleeping rooms, and 

when you use these rooms, our Associa-

tion of Chapters benefits with low-cost or 

no-cost space for chorus rehearsal ball-

rooms, classrooms, and meeting room 

space, etc.  
 

Please do not think of lodging outside 

of the RMD room block. Doing so might 

save you $5 - $10 per night, and then 

costs the District hundred of dollars in 

rental of meeting room space for our 

events. That’s YOUR District dollars be-

ing wasted unnecessarily. Thanks for 

lodging together as a District family 

(where you can enjoy the   fellowship), 

and saving ourselves a boatload of 

money. 

       

 

 

 

April 26-27 
Rocky Mountain Harmony College 

SPRING CONVENTION 
Int’l Quartet Prelims 

 

Red Lion Inn (Stapleton) 

Denver, Colorado 

 
 

 

Rocky Mountain Harmony College will 

NOT be in Estes Park in February 2013. 

It will be held in conjunction with the 

Spring Convention in April. 
  

With the retirement of Dr. Dan Clark, 

RMD BOTY, last year, Jeff Click has 

returned to the office of Music and Per-

formance VP for the RMD, and is plan-

ning another outstanding Rocky Mountain 

Harmony College. It will be full of the 

classes and coaching we have come to 

expect with the intensive learning experi-

ence of Rocky Mountain Harmony Col-

lege, and will have the additional appeal 

of a high powered Saturday night show 

with the International Quartet Prelim 

qualifiers added to the performance 

lineup. EVERYONE will want to attend 

this show of champions! 
  

SUMMER FESTIVALS 
 

   The RMD has three fabulous festi-

vals every summer, and every barber-

shopper should get to at least one of 

them. 

July 20-21 

Silverton  
www.barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com 

       

Aug 17-18   

Harmony Happening in the Hills 
at Mt. Rushmore 

   www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org 
       

Sunday, Aug 26   

Boulder Chautauqua   
www.harmonize.com/timberliners 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chapter Quartets Chapter Quartets   
(T, L, Br, Bs) 

 

Fastlane 
  (with Denver Mile High) 
Paul Dover  303 471-2225  

spebsqsa@comcast.net 

Doyle Cline, Paul Dover  
Gray Jackson, Gian Porro 

 

Grace Notes   
Jerry Hooper  303 278-1762    

JerMarHooper@aol.com 

Del Miller, Joe Gibson  
Bob Dickman, Jerry Hooper 

 

Ignition!  
(with Denver Mile High) 

Curtis Terry  303 364-5800   

curlymt@comcast.net 

Dan Testa, Curtis Terry  
Ryan Wilson, Denny Malone 

 

Rocky Mountain Magic 
Dick Cable  303 973-9217  

dac2934@gmail.com 

Jim Darling, Doug Kulesa, Nelson 
McNulty, Ralph Fennell, Dick Cable 

 

Joyful Noise   
Tony Pranaitis  303 233-6234  

TonyChiro@juno.com 

Al and Bunny Klinger  
Tony and Nancy Pranaitis 

 

UltraSoniX   
Damian Berger  720 962-6527  

damian@e-oasis.com 

Dave Myers, Ted Cluett  
Tony Pranaitis, Damian Berger 

RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS     
For Every Member 
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SHOW INFORMATION:
The Del Rose Sweet Adeline Chapter has 

merged with the Grand Junction Chapter and 
will be known in the future as GRAND MESA 
A CAPPELLA.  They plan to sing 3 songs on 

our March 31 Show.  

My father taught me 
LOGIC. 
"Because I said so, 
that's why."

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org

