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THE SOUNDS OF SILVERTON 2015
The excerpts are from those who attended. The weather was incredible and a good time was had by
all. Thanks to those who chose to contribute their observations and feelings.

It was very special to me to have
! First the
d
n
e
k
e
e
w
morable
What a me
my arrangement of “White Cliffs
od's most
G
f
o
e
m
o
s
h
ful
drive throug
-right beauti
n
of Drover” performed by the
w
o
d
&
l
u
lorf
ey!
creative, co
Del & Barn
festival chorus. Then to be
,
k
n
a
H
h
it
creation w
recognized as the arranger, and
(Nuff said)
d with our
e
s
s
re
p
im
given an ovation, it became even
ry
I was so ve
to achieve
le
b
a
s
a
w
f
ho
more special. What a compliment:
economy o
clinician, w
h
c
u
s
h
it
w
sults
to have the Festival Chorus perform
was a fun &
amazing re
it
ll
a
re
v
O
time.
my song, and then be recognized for
words and
a quaint
in
d
n
-e
k
e
e
it on the 29th anniversary of the
enjoyable w
t.
environmen
Silverton Festival! That was a
o!
t concert, to
a
re
G
magical moment for me. I’ll keep tha
t
d
one and treasure it for the rest of my
dy Weiszbro
ra
G
r
e
m
ti
Firstdays.
Yours, Carroll (Pete) Peterson,
Founder and Original Coordinator
of the
Silverton Barbershop Music Festiva
l.

Page 1 of 6 pages

BLACK CANYON BARBERSHOP CHORUS

www.blackcanyonchorus.org

Hi from Oregon
and some how
0
:0
6
at
n
o
rt
ve
il
I left S
Ontario Oregon
didn't stop until
ne that came up
yo
er
ev
k
in
th
to
Want
was fun and Russ
it
n
o
rt
ve
il
S
to
up up
and he said to
d
o
o
g
ry
ve
as
w
Young
nd very good. He
u
so
en
m
e
th
at
me th
me of the songs
so
n
o
ed
rn
ce
n
was co
ing but after
rn
o
m
e
th
to
in
g
comin
nce that went
o
em
th
h
g
u
o
th
going
ry happy the way
away and was ve
ent. It was a very
the whole day w
t year we need to
good day and nex
Anniversary
make the 30 year
special and fun

MONTROSE COLORADO

Silverton experience is
always a
breath of fresh air. It's
a good time to
see old friends from ot
her places that
have the same RTC fe
eling.
My quartet worked up
Silverton train
and was well received
.
I believe all choruses
did a good job
as it is a FESTIVAL bu
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put 8 guys on as chor
us and One
and a half quartets..ie
some were
same guys. THEY BL
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OFF........
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Coop
I just wanted to say how much I
appreciated all the work that Larry
Cooper did for the Silverton Festival.
When we got there about 8:30
Saturday morning everything was
prepared and under control. The risers
were up, there was Hot Coﬀee and
donuts and snacks for all. The daily
activities were well organized and we
kept on schedule. I thought he song
selection was exciting and singable!
Silverton and all who attended got to
see a wonderful show.
Congratulations to Larry for a job well
done.
Del Wiesner and Sam Kevin

For me, Silverton was so much mo
re "user friendly"
this year. Lots of motorcyclists in
town having a
good time and the barbershoppe
rs all seemed to
mingle with one another better tha
n I've seen.
Many of them spoke to me and we
were all feeling
supportive of one another. Grea
t to see teenagers
in the Durango and Four Corners
choruses having
the time of their lives performing.
The show lasted
for just the right amount of time.
People weren't
getting anxious and leaving early.
The Afterglow
was fun and I loved hearing way
different music
from all the choruses and quartets
. My favorite
song of the show was "Under the
Boardwalk". We
gotta get that one!
MaryAnn
P.S. Really enjoyed meeting Russ
and watching
him work.
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COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)
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Bob Brethouwer
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MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
MaryAnn Rathburn
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Carol Morrell
SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer
SUNSHINE GUY
Rex Pierson
CHAPTER HISTORIAN
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Tomorrow: A mythical
land where I get all
my stuff done.
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Splinters from the Board
Notice: These are NOT the oﬃcial minutes and merely present
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings. Oﬃcial
minutes can be found on our website.
Some of you faithful readers may expect some new
news about the Board Meeting and what was
accomplished. Tough. There is none of either to
report. Except that Del and Joni made a quick
entrance and exit before we could actually welcome
them properly. Guess they made an erroneous
assumption that we were so busy doing stuﬀ we just
couldn’t break away to talk to
them. Silly Del and Joni.
We do NOT have a
Show Chairman for the
Just when the left-over ‘action’ items were un-dealt
2016 Show in June. We
with and the meeting was about to be adjourned
need one. Consider it
about 7:15, somebody, like Chuck, just had to bring
and volunteer if you
up the fact we were not dealing with the 2016 Show
have nothing better to
planning as we had said we would, so the
do. Some say it is fun.
anticipated adjournment was postponed to allow
more voicing of opinions ending with a motion that
we should do something, like form committees to
do something.

Coop and Larry W. may,
just may, but probably will
attend the Fall Convention
in Cheyenne to search for
and secure a guest quartet
for our June 2016 Show.

No decision was made
about having a pot-luck
at Ridgway on Labor
Day. Guess you guys in
the chorus will need to
vote on it Or not.
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The Chorus, thru Prez John, was invited to
participate in a ‘planned’ program in
Hotchkiss on August 29 called “Celebrate the
Fork.” The main event will feature Otis
Taylor for the hefty admission of $30. We
were invited to be one of the acts to act as
warm-ups before the main, sometime
between 10 am and 1 pm on Saturday. The
feeling from the Board is that we need to
seriously consider doing this IF our
participation is rewarded by FREE
ADMISSION to all members who attend.
John agreed to follow up with the invite and
details. Of course the chorus members will
be asked to commit to the decision. Think
about it.
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The Joy of giving back
This time at the Montrose United Methodist Church
Twenty-two! Really? Count ‘em again. Still got 22. Wow! Twenty-two
sharp guys dressed in black with red ties all on the stage of the Montrose
United Methodist Church all at the same time. How could it get any better?
How about close to 100 nice and appreciative folks sitting in the pews?
Now that is better. What a fine Thursday evening it was. I don’t remember
when and if we ever sounded better. Could have been the acoustics or it
could have been the director. Or it could have been we were all
concentrating and singing the correct notes and words at the same time and
watching the director rather than allowing our eyes to wanter about the
room hoping someone is watching me so I need to act like I’m special. No
matter. we sounded like a chorus that knows how to sing.
We had a high bar to follow. The Del Rose Sweet Adelines started oﬀ the
evening with 4 or 5 excellent songs to warm up the audience. Then it was up
to us to keep the fire going, and danged if we didn’t. Rocky Road was
missing a couple of members so Barny announced a 3-minute practice ragtag quartet to do what they could do with Barny’s signature barbershop
song, ‘Bill Hogan’s Goat.’ The good news is that not much could go wrong
with Barny singing lead so not much did, and the audience loved it. Of
course Barny is a member of the Church so most already knew him and his
reputation. Frush, Wiesner, and Sutton did nothing to improve it.
After a presentation of excellent songs, many of the songsters wandered
down to Horsefly for some repasts and renewal liquids just to make sure the
entire evening was a raging success. Of course none of the partakers were
smart enough to check in advance so it was a surprise that Main Street in
front of the brewery was closed for the upcoming County Fair. A loud and
probably good band was on a float directly in front of the tavern so the
tavern was packed and far from quiet. No matter, those who were not going
to be denied glommed on tables as they were vacated, mostly inside but
some outside. The reason was obvious: just to enjoy the festive atmosphere
of the evening.
Big thanks to Barny and Little John R. for taking the reins for this
concert and making it all happen. This was our third and final “Give Back To
The Community” concert series, initiated by Sutton in Delta, then followed
by Snyer in Cedaredge, and Barnett in Montrose, and it worked out great.
Hope some future resurrection will validate the concept.

Lloyd Wenzel
Sam Kevan
MaryAnn Rathburn

August 19
August 21
August 26

We don’t stop singing because we get old,
we get old because we stop singing.

Birthdays are good for
you. The more you
have, the longer you
live.

Chapter Quartets

FOURMATA
Contact: Bill Sutton 874-9280

ROCKY ROAD
Contact: Vern Dockter
970 -210 - 1793
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Montrose Main in Motion
one more try but it was for the money
Always cognizant of the consternations of pessimistic members, Program VP Coop forged ahead and scheduled another
possible disastrous Main in Motion sing in Montrose. History has shown that often it is very hot, there is no shade, there are
numerous distractions, few people stop to listen, fewer even care, and we do not sound as good as we would like to in spite of
the ambient noise.
So on Thursday we tried it again, and from one’s partisan viewpoint, it was not nearly as painful as some predicted. Of
course the idling library diesel bus across the street was not really appreciated so PR Dennis stood in front of it giving the
driver dirty looks until the driver moved it around the corner and killed the engine. Just before Dennis considered the same
fate for the driver. Luck of the season also worked to our advantage as it was cloudy and cool, which negated the heat concern.
Then the gathered bunch of singers, which was not everyone but enough to sing, bunched and actually had some fun singing
PoleCat songs along with others, which we are supposed to know. A more casual standing made it much more enjoyable than
the previous formal line up, stand up straight, lean forward, and look sharp rules of the past. Yes, we may not have looked as
professional as we used to, but then again, we aren’t.
Another distraction, some kind of music band also across the street, bothered some of us so we all trundled down the
street several blocks in search of a place where we might be heard and appreciated. Guess that is too much to hope for at
Main in Motion, but we did manage to attract several clusters of curious shoppers who were willing to interrupt their dog
walking long enough to listen to us for a few minutes. Hey, we really had a good time in spite of the negative predictions. Plus,
the view from the back of the pack (me) is that we sounded pretty good. Of course those in front may have diﬀerent opinion.
After a couple of hours of singing and just being normal in jeans and dress white shirts of various designs and similar color,
a few of us made the trek to Horsefly for a brew and sliders to relax after such a grueling evening. Really, it was fun.
Thank you Coop for ignoring all the nay sayers.

New Colorado phone answering
machine message: 'If you want to
buy marijuana, press the hash key.'
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Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his
new MAC.
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website <www.RMDsing.org> as well as
links to the headquarters hotel lodging
reservation process and Kiva Auditorium
information.
As a gentle reminder, the RMD has
negotiated the best room rate possible for
a block of hotel sleeping rooms, and
when you use these rooms, our Association of Chapters benefits with low-cost or
no-cost space for chorus rehearsal ballrooms, classrooms, and meeting room
space, etc.

The President's Corner with John Taylor

Please do not think of lodging outside
of the RMD room block. Doing so might
save you $5 - $10 per night, and then
costs the District hundred of dollars in
rental of meeting room space for our
events. That’s YOUR District dollars being wasted unnecessarily. Thanks for
lodging together as a District family
(where you can enjoy the
fellowship),
and saving ourselves a boatload of
money.

ence of Rocky Mountain Harmony College, and will have the additional appeal
of a high powered Saturday night show
with the International Quartet Prelim
qualifiers added to the performance
lineup. EVERYONE will want to attend
this show of champions!

SUMMER FESTIVALS
The RMD has three fabulous festivals every summer, and every barbershopper should get to at least one of
them.
July 20-21
Silverton
www.barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com

They say that the sign of a good leader is one that can
rally the troops. Based on results, my leadership reign is in
the toilet. I have used this forum to call for volunteers from
the ranks to step up and be “show chairman” or “riser
hauler” or “whatever”. I have yet to receive a single
response. I’m thinking Bill is right when he says, “Nobody
reads this.” So today, I’m proposing a little experiment.
Back when I was in college, circa 1966, I suspected that
my English teacher was not reading my required essays.
So, I inserted a recipe for baked beans in the middle of
my dissertation. Lo and behold, it came back with the
usual “B” grade and no comment on the recipe. That was
an “Ah ha” moment!
So, my proposal is........... that if you read this and want a
dollar. Just whisper “baked beans” to me, I’ll give you a
dollar, and I’ll know how many people actually read this, Or
call me at 874-5148 or e-mail @ jonnybob@aol.com, and
post the secret words :-) Please don’t “spill the beans” to
the rest of our group. I’d really like to know who may read
this.

Aug 17-18
Harmony Happening in the Hills
at Mt. Rushmore
www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org
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Ryan Wilson, Denny Malone

Rocky Mountain Magic
Dick Cable 303 973-9217
dac2934@gmail.com
Jim Darling, Doug Kulesa, Nelson
McNulty, Ralph Fennell, Dick Cable

Joyful Noise
Tony Pranaitis 303 233-6234
TonyChiro@juno.com
Al and Bunny Klinger
Tony and Nancy Pranaitis
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Damian Berger 720 962-6527
damian@e-oasis.com
Dave Myers, Ted Cluett
Tony Pranaitis, Damian Berger

Sunday, Aug 26
Boulder Chautauqua
www.harmonize.com/timberliners
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"Our life
begins with
our cry and
ends with
another's
cry. Try to
fill this gap
with as
much laughter as possible."

