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2015 Installation of Officers and Pot Luck 
Banquet

January of every year brings frivolity that 
follows the excitement and possible hangovers 
from Christmas and New Year’s Eve.  Without 
saying however, one can presume the aging 
membership has mostly outgrown the need for 
hangovers … mostly.  Potlucks followed by pot-
licking may be more in order.  And so it was.  

Our very own and perpetual Immediate Past 
President (after being a President for an equal 
number of years) Larry Wilkinson assumed the 
responsibility of planning and executing this year’s 
installation ceremony and banquet details.  And 
what a fine job Larry did.  

The serious installation smattered with the 
Wilkinson sense of humor proved a huge success, 
testimonial of which is proved by the following of a 
plethora of pictures.  All had a wonderful time and 
all left the Lion’s Club with full tummies.  

All incoming new and repeating Officers were 
installed by the clever and humorous presentations 
from IPP Larry.  Each received a ‘gift’ appropriate 
to their office and each was lauded for their 
willingness to execute that office at the best of 
their ability.  

There were a couple of 

high-lights:  Larry Cooper was presented the 
coveted award of BARBERSHOPPER OF THE 
YEAR for 2014.  Of course Larry W. made the 
presentation, since Larry W.was also the 2013 
BOTY.  In fact, Larry W. has been just about 
everything.  

A surprise and special Award of Excellence was 
presented to Bill Sutton, recognizing him for his 
work as Bulletin Editor and Webmaster for the 
Chapter.  

Unfortunately, the specter of flu and winter 
colds is taking its toll on many of our members, 
thus making the expected attendance somewhat 
smaller than anticipated.  Dreaded coughing and 
sniffling kept a few of our loyal members wrapped 
in blankets, sipping tea, while watching re-runs of 
old TV programs.  We missed them and thank 
Duane Thaxton for remembering them at our pre-
dinner blessing.  

Big thanks to Larry W. for a wonderful and 
meaningful installation ceremony, and thanks to all 
the loverly and talented ladies who supplied the 
excellent fare for consumption.  It was a good time 
enjoyed by all.  

My mind not only wanders, it sometimes leaves completely.
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CANYON CHORDS is the official 
monthly publication of the Black 
Canyon Barbershop Chorus known as 
the Montrose, Colorado, chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  
Opinions stated in this bulletin are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the 
Editor, or possibly even the stated 
author.  

2015 CHAPTER OFFICERS
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown 
after office)

PRESIDENT (2015)
John Taylor                                   

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Larry Wilkinson  

SECRETARY (2016)
Chuck Frush                                

TREASURER (2016)
Rex Pierson  

PROGRAM VP (2015)
Larry Cooper  

MEMBERSHIP VP (2016)
Del Dyck  

PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2015)
Dennis Olmstead                         

MUSIC VP (2015)
Carol Morrell                                

COMMUNICATIONS VP (???)
Bill Sutton                                   

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms) 
Bob Brethouwer  
John Thrasher  

MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
MaryAnn Rathburn  
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Carol Morrell  

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer  

SUNSHINE GUY 
Rex Pierson   

CHAPTER HISTORIAN 
Tom Chamberlain  

Splinters from the Board
Notice:  These are NOT the official minutes and merely present 
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings.  Official 
minutes can be found on our website. 

Even duct tape can't fix 
stupid ... but it can muffle the 

sound!

Big news motion passed by the board:  There will be NO show programs 
designed, created, or printed for this year’s show.  It’s a matter of saving some 
money.  The future of using posters for advertisement is still up in the air.  The 
ratio of success to cost is certainly under review.  All of you should review the 4 
year history graph of Chapter balances to help you understand our situation.  If 
we don’t do some serious things, we will go broke.  And we don’t want to.  

Singing Valentines will be done 
again this year on both Friday and 
Saturday.  You guys who are 
interested need to form a quartet 
for an audition soon, like NOW, 
so Dennis can schedule you for all 
the reservations we hope we will 
get.  This year we will charge $35 
for singing to one person and $50 
for singing to a group.  

Believe it or not, a 
2015 budget was 
reviewed and 
passed by the 
board.  Whew, that 
was not easy.  Rex 
has been tasked to 
keep it current as 
we strive to meet 
the objectives.  Or 
not.  

A nominating committee to select 
candidates for 2016 Officers was 
appointed.  They are Larry Wilkinson, 
Larry Cooper and somebody else not yet 
named but rumored to be Del Dyck.

A great presentation using a Mac and 
overhead projector was done by 
President John on how we can make 
some more money on our Show by 
following suggestions he picked up at 
COTS in November. 

Our April Show now has a name: 
COUNTRY ROADS

Our Show Guest Quartet, 
SATURDAY EVENING 
POST just won the GOLD 

MEDAL for Senior Quartets at 
the Mid-Winter Convention in 
New Orleans.  Wow!  What a 

feather in our hats to have them 
as our Guest Quartet in April.  

The rumor is that Barny is willing and ready 
to start on 2015 donor contributions, but he 
would like some help.  If you are good at 
soliciting donations, and enjoy meeting 
people, let Barny know.  He would love to 
have some folks step up and serve on his 
committee.

Get three other guys and 
start a Valentine’s Quartet 
to have some fun singing 

to lovely ladies and 
grumpy men.  Put some 
bucks in our coffers.  Do 

it, you will be glad. 

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Tap Night 
at HorseFly
Another fine night of food, 
fun, and brew

Snow in the high country 
(Cedaredge) caused some to 
reconsider but those of us who 
live in the sun belt of 
Montrose/Delta showed up for 
some food, pints, and pretty 
good singing.  Heck, we were 
appreciated with raucous applause, maybe because we were done, but it 
still made us feel good.  

There were so many willing to forgo NCIS on TV that 4 or 5 tables 
had to be shoved together just to accommodate all of us.  Lets see, from 
memory there was Dennis and his daughter (Dennis playing musical 
chairs all evening), Larry Wilkinson and his daughter, (fresh off a day of 
skiing in Telluride), Dr.  Bob who had to leave early to see NCIS, David 
and Catherine, Coop and a couple of friends, the Sales I believe, Lee and 
Wilma, Rex of course, John Taylor the late arriver just for beer, Tim and 
Vickie, and me.  If I skipped anyone, it might have something to do with 
age or beer. 

Another BIG THANKS to the HorseFly for their support.  We will 
continue to patronize their establishment and hope for more Tap Nights 
in the future.  If you get a chance, stop in and tell Nigel or Phil that we 
really do appreciate their help.  

We don’t stop singing because we get old, 
we get old because we stop singing.

Chapter Quartets 

FOURMATA
Contact:  Bill Sutton 874-9280

Gene Bond Jan. 30                     
Rex Pierson Feb. 2                     
Bill Sutton Feb. 8                       
Don Weiszbrod Feb. 10              
Larry Cooper Feb. 15                 

ROCKY ROAD 
Contact:  Vern Dockter  
970 -210 - 1793

Birthdays are good for you. The 
more you have, the longer you 
live.

With age comes oldness

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Sept 15th showcase headlinersSept 15th showcase headlinersSept 15th showcase headlinersSept 15th showcase headliners    

Seen in the Concho Capers, July 2012, 
Paul White, editor 
 
The Songs We Sing 
 

“This Is My Country”“This Is My Country”  
 

Contributed by David Wolfe 
 

“This Is My Country” was composed in 
1940 by the popular songwriters Don 
Raye and Al Jacobs. Raye, who was born 
Donald MacRae Wilhoite, Jr. was born 
March 16, 1909, in Washington, D.C. and 
Jacobs was born on January 22, 1903, in 
San Francisco. Wilhoite changed his 
name to Don Raye when he went into 
vaudeville. A talented dancer, Raye 
shifted his focus from hoofing to compos-
ing as he began to write songs for his 
routine. Raye's name became linked with 
an array of fellow songwriters and musi-
cians, including Sammy Cahn and Saul 
Chaplin, who, like Raye collaborated with 
the alto saxophonist Jimmie Lunceford, 
leader of one of the swing era's finest 
orchestras. 

 

As regards “This Is My Country” Al 
Jacobs' daughter, Joann, recently wrote, 
“Dad ran into Don Raye who said he was 
in the process of writing a patriotic song 
and would he like to write the music. So 
the words came first for sure, and then 
my dad wrote the music. I believe the 
song was written in New York . . .”  

 

Jacobs and Raye wrote their song in 
1940 and, as a result of a January 7, 
1942, recording session for Decca Re-
cords, the group Fred Waring and His 
Pennsylvanians popularized it. Over the 
years a number of other recordings of the 
tune were made, for example, by the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir, Tennessee Ernie 
Ford, and Pattie Labelle. 

 

At the height of his career in 1941, 
Raye enlisted in the U.S. Army and after 
the war continued working on a wide vari-
ety of films for Universal Studies until his 
retirement in 1949. Jacob's later pop 
songs included the 1954 Hit Parade tunes 
“If I Give My Heart to You” (written with 
Milton Gabler and Jimmie Crane) and “I 
Need You Now” (written with Jimmie 
Crane) and scores or tunes included in 
films such as The Wild Rebels, Crocodile 
Dundee and the Karate Kid. Tunes by 
these men were recorded by artists as 
diverse as Chuck Berry, Bing Crosby, 
Bette Midler, and the Rolling Stones. 

 

The co-authors of “This Is My Coun-
try” passed away within a month of each 
other. Raye died in Encino, California on 
January 29, 1985. Al Jacobs passed 
away on February 13, 1985 in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Their song “This is My Country” 
is played nightly during the finale of the 
Disneyland and Disney World fireworks 
show. 

 

The lyrics start with a verse that 
should be slow and reverent, in phrase: 

 

What difference if I hail from  
North or South 

Or from the East or West? 
My heart is filled with love for all of these. 

I only know I swell with pride,  
and deep within my breast 

I thrill to see Old Glory paint the breeze. 
 

 
 

“We can’t convince him he doesn’t look 
like Uncle Sam.” 

Matt Seivert leading warmups 
June 26th 

Then, for the verses, it swings into a 
march tempo. Notably, the original lyrics 
honor both American natives and immi-
grants. The first verse reads: 

 

This is my country, land of my birth  
This is my country, grandest on Earth 

 

While the second verse (the introduction 
is not repeated) instead reads: 

This is my country, land of my choice 
This is my country, hear my proud voice. 

 

Both verses have the same ending: 
 

I pledge thee my allegiance  
America the bold 

For this is my country, 
 to have and to hold! 

  
from the Library of Congress  

Performing Arts Encyclopedia  
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ 

–and from wikipedia.org 

Larry Cooper 
accepts the 

2014 
Barbershopper 

of the Year 
Award from 

Larry 
Wilkinson

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Bill Sutton accepting AWARD OF 
EXCELLENCE from Larry Wilkinson

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org
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Teach the Children 
to Sing

1943 Spring Drive

Delta, CO 81416
CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a 
chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an 
atmosphere of musical excellence and by 
promoting harmony in our lives, our 
relationships, and our community."

THE CANYON CHORDS
BULLETIN EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Bill Sutton
1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
Phone/FAX 874-9280
e-mail:  williesut@aol.com

The President's Corner with John Taylor
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For me, this barbershopping year is really speeding by. 
We have been very busy in our monthly Board meetings. I 
believe we have been making a lot of good decisions and 
have been trying to keep our membership up to speed on 
what the Board is doing.  

 

With that in mind, I want to tell you about what our 
treasurer has been doing for all of us. In probably the most 
difficult and important task in our chapter, Lee Van Deren, 
this month, has completely revamped our financial struc-
ture. I wanted to explain what he has done, but couldn't do 
it myself, so I called Lee and got his help. What inspired 
this effort was that Lee's  computer (pc) crashed. He 
chose to purchase an Apple (Mac) computer to replace it. 
Lee had been using Quicken to keep our financial records, 
but the Mac system did not have an effective Quicken. So 
Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his 
new MAC.  

 

What a challenge! He knew what he wanted to have in 
his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a 
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if 
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop a 
new program. They suggested he buy a software program 
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him mod-
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to 
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple 
program people and ended up with a software program 
that would allow him to develop a system that he ex-
plained to us on the Board last  week.  

 

If any of you might be interested in learning what he 
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to im-
prove it, and LOVES to talk about it. And not because he 
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what 
he was exactly able to do, on his own. He will be able to 

separate revenues and expenses 
for all of our paid activities, annual 
shows, Harmony Showcases 
Singing Valentines, Elk programs, 
etc, and do the same with all of 
our “overhead” activities, our 
chapter share of yearly BHS dues, 
director fees, coffee revenues, 
church rental expenses, etc.  
 

Lee will be able to provide these re-
ports to anyone that wants to see this in-
formation monthly. You will be able to see 
what the chapter has done every month; 
and he can provide an annual report that 
shows what we have done each year. The 
beauty of this is that now we will have the 
data available to us that will allow us to 
actually give the chapter an annual 
budget, and allow us to know, on a monthly basis, where 
we are in relationship to our budget. I know that many of 
you have not been on the Board and have not had to pre-
dict and keep track of this for all of us. I have been on the 
Board for at least half of my 30 great chapter years and 
this is a remarkable financial recording system that Lee 
has provided. And he loved doing it for us! 

 

Our Singing Valentine's program was done with our 
fellow barbershoppers in the Sound Of The Rockies 
(SOR) chorus. There were pluses and minuses in this first 
effort, as expected. The Board discussed this last week, 
trying to look at the good and the bad involved in this activ-
ity. They looked at the value of having 20 of our chapter 
members, including several of our newer guys, out singing 
throughout the city. We did not have to do all the heavy 
costs of advertising, and the costs and effort required in 
getting candy, roses and cards, or in scheduling all of 
these singouts. We doubled the profit we made last year, 
in addition to the ease of effort required from chapter 
members. All in all, the Board believed that the benefits far 
outnumbered the challenges and recommended we con-
tinue to work with SOR. 

 

I am pleased, and I'm sure our hard working Director 
Priscilla Shaw is also pleased, with the effort that our 
chorus members have expended to get our show songs in 
good shape well in advance of the show. We need to con-
tinue this effort to put on a very professional show for our 
audiences. I know our chapter quartets are working hard 
to do their best for the chapter. I'm also excited about our 
church outreach program, and commend the efforts ex-
tended by Jerry Hooper, Ralph Fennell, and others to 
get this project off and running. 

 

Again, I encourage anyone to come forward to any 
Board member with any idea that might make our weekly 
chapter meetings more attractive to them. Let's continue to 
find ways to improve and enjoy our hobby! 
 

  

President Dick CablePresident Dick Cable  
 

It’s Fun To Be InIt’s Fun To Be In  
An Active ChapterAn Active Chapter  

September 28-29 

FALL CONVENTION 
Albuquerque 

  

For those of us who do not live in the 

beautiful state of New Mexico, I strongly 

suggest that you bring your wife and visit 

Old Town Albuquerque, and Santa Fe as 

well if you have the time (spend an extra   

day or two if you can). 
 

We’ll crown a new District Quartet 

Champion, our choruses will compete for 

the opportunity to represent the RMD in 

Toronto, and the convention will be full of 

fun and educational opportunities to sing 

throughout the weekend. 
 

Registration forms are on the District 

website <www.RMDsing.org> as well as 

links to the headquarters hotel lodging 

reservation process and Kiva Auditorium 

information. 
     

As a gentle reminder, the RMD has 

negotiated the best room rate possible for 

a block of hotel sleeping rooms, and 

when you use these rooms, our Associa-

tion of Chapters benefits with low-cost or 

no-cost space for chorus rehearsal ball-

rooms, classrooms, and meeting room 

space, etc.  
 

Please do not think of lodging outside 

of the RMD room block. Doing so might 

save you $5 - $10 per night, and then 

costs the District hundred of dollars in 

rental of meeting room space for our 

events. That’s YOUR District dollars be-

ing wasted unnecessarily. Thanks for 

lodging together as a District family 

(where you can enjoy the   fellowship), 

and saving ourselves a boatload of 

money. 

       

 

 

 

April 26-27 
Rocky Mountain Harmony College 

SPRING CONVENTION 
Int’l Quartet Prelims 

 

Red Lion Inn (Stapleton) 

Denver, Colorado 

 
 

 

Rocky Mountain Harmony College will 

NOT be in Estes Park in February 2013. 

It will be held in conjunction with the 

Spring Convention in April. 
  

With the retirement of Dr. Dan Clark, 

RMD BOTY, last year, Jeff Click has 

returned to the office of Music and Per-

formance VP for the RMD, and is plan-

ning another outstanding Rocky Mountain 

Harmony College. It will be full of the 

classes and coaching we have come to 

expect with the intensive learning experi-

ence of Rocky Mountain Harmony Col-

lege, and will have the additional appeal 

of a high powered Saturday night show 

with the International Quartet Prelim 

qualifiers added to the performance 

lineup. EVERYONE will want to attend 

this show of champions! 
  

SUMMER FESTIVALS 
 

   The RMD has three fabulous festi-

vals every summer, and every barber-

shopper should get to at least one of 

them. 

July 20-21 

Silverton  
www.barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com 

       

Aug 17-18   

Harmony Happening in the Hills 
at Mt. Rushmore 

   www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org 
       

Sunday, Aug 26   

Boulder Chautauqua   
www.harmonize.com/timberliners 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chapter Quartets Chapter Quartets   
(T, L, Br, Bs) 

 

Fastlane 
  (with Denver Mile High) 
Paul Dover  303 471-2225  

spebsqsa@comcast.net 

Doyle Cline, Paul Dover  
Gray Jackson, Gian Porro 

 

Grace Notes   
Jerry Hooper  303 278-1762    

JerMarHooper@aol.com 

Del Miller, Joe Gibson  
Bob Dickman, Jerry Hooper 

 

Ignition!  
(with Denver Mile High) 

Curtis Terry  303 364-5800   

curlymt@comcast.net 

Dan Testa, Curtis Terry  
Ryan Wilson, Denny Malone 

 

Rocky Mountain Magic 
Dick Cable  303 973-9217  

dac2934@gmail.com 

Jim Darling, Doug Kulesa, Nelson 
McNulty, Ralph Fennell, Dick Cable 

 

Joyful Noise   
Tony Pranaitis  303 233-6234  

TonyChiro@juno.com 

Al and Bunny Klinger  
Tony and Nancy Pranaitis 

 

UltraSoniX   
Damian Berger  720 962-6527  

damian@e-oasis.com 

Dave Myers, Ted Cluett  
Tony Pranaitis, Damian Berger 

RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS RMD NEWS     
For Every Member 
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Oops! Did I roll my 
eyes out loud?

Are you scared?  I’m scared.  I was scared Sunday when the Broncos got beat by the 
Baltimore Colts.  I’m scared that Payton won’t be back this fall, nor most of the coaching 
staff, and a good portion of the elite players that John Elway has accumulated.

I was scared Saturday when at Daveto’s I looked out at the Black Canyon 
Barbershop Chorus Annual Planning Meeting attendance and saw only the ten regular 
Board Members.  I really wanted to include the rest of our membership in planning for 
2015.  We need to do some things differently to stay solvent and to do the things we 
want to do. At least, thankfully, we were unanimously in favor of 
keeping Mary Ann as our director.  (Sympathy to John Fox, or not)

I’ve been scared by the memos from RMD about Harmony 
Platoon in Estes Park.  Last date to register is January 31!  You 
must register to get a copy of the songs!  You need to have those 
songs memorized (words and parts) before you attend!  (Our April 
10-11 Show is two weeks before Estes, and we have a dozen 
songs to learn and polish before OUR OWN show.)  For a guy 
whose memory “ain’t what it used to be” and who learns the tunes 
from the guys standing next to him, that’s scary!  Bill says, “Not to 
worry.  Estes will be a piece of cake.”  Easy to say for a quartetter 
who has some musical education background!

Anyway.........I’m scared.  I hope you aren’t, and that you are 
blissfully content.
--John Taylor, Presidente   (Hey, I love my new gavel and sound block, Larry!) 

http://www.blackcanyonchorus.org

