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Reflections on
Valentines Day
On Feb. 14, Fourmata (Sutton, Kevan,Wilson,
and Corso) gathered at Dave Corso’s house in
preparation of a rather sparse list of ‘paid’
reservations, but just in case we had a list of
possible ‘freebies’ to thank those who support
our chorus, either with money or with actions.
Considering we hadn’t sung together since the
June show we didn’t sound all that bad. An
adjustment in how we stand really helped the
quartet to hear harmony and hopefully improve
our blend.

fun and the exposure. Dealing with major
corporations is not that much fun. They always
hire some orifice restricted sphincter kind of guy
to tend the purse strings.

Our schedule, dutifully prepared by Dennis,
included a couple of high-dollar restaurants and
some home sings. We did have one possible
corporate singout at WalMart which really
sounded like fun until the power of the purse
rejected the original pay for a singing
arrangement. So it got cancelled and so was the

Our last sing was to a really nice guy who had
just been released from the hospital after an
operation. He was in his recliner and actually
got tears as we sang. Might have been pain but
at least we got one person to cry so it was a
successful day.

The freebies were really neat and really
appreciated. Most folks always appreciate free
stuﬀ. We sang to the gals at Daveto’s as a thanks
to them for hosting our monthly board meetings,
and it was great. Daveto’s has some of the best
looking waitresses around anywhere. It was a
pleasure to sing to them. Good food, too.

Page 1 of 6 pages

BLACK CANYON BARBERSHOP CHORUS

www.blackcanyonchorus.org

Rocky Road Singing Valentines 2015

MONTROSE COLORADO

by Rod Ragsdale

On Friday morning we started out warming up at
appreciated. What could be better?” Good
Dave’s house, and of course our first victim was
question.
Catherine. We must have done a pretty good job,
Back to Delta for one more, and we called it a day.
because she said that until then she wasn’t aware
Saturday morning began at the Horizon Nursing
that all four of us were in love with her. That was
Home Alzheimer’s unit, where we met Maryann to
the beginning of day one, which included 20 sing
sing to her mother. There were several other
outs. It also included 2 trips to Delta, with a stop
residents, and we did a bit of a mini-concert.
for lunch (and a serenade) in Olathe.
It’s always amazing to watch people who are
Tim Davis, Rod victims of Alzheimers when they hear old
Some of the highlights of Friday included
Ragsdale, David familiar songs. There is undeniably some
a well received tour of Garnet Mesa
Stannard, and
Elementary School, where we made 3
connection with most of them. Music…
Vern Dockter
separate stops: the lunch crew, the
After that we headed to our only other
office crew, and a hallway full of
scheduled sing out for the day in Montrose.
kindergartners who heard the medley
Dennis called us as we were passing Olathe, and
along with “Zippity Doo Dah.”
we diverted to bail out a poor kid who up until then
Another highlight was a visit to Gene Bond. He
had apparently forgotten it was Valentine’s Day.
was really happy to see us, and seemed to enjoy
His wife was, well…, let’s just say the guy owes us
the music. We did a couple of extra ones for him,
one! We handed her a rose, and when we got
including “I’m Gonna Sit Right Down and Write
done singing, she was pretty flustered. She asked,
Myself a Letter,” which Vern thought he’d enjoy
“.. am I supposed to hug you guys?” to which we
since he is a retired postman. As we were leaving,
responded, “Of course! We just sang you a love
his “Meals on Wheels” showed up, delivered by his
song!” (You don’t want to miss an opportunity like
lovely daughter in law. Of course, we corralled her
that!)
and forced her to listen to us. The fun part of that
One more in Montrose to the wife of a current cowas watching Gene, who transformed into
worker of Tim’s, who is a former co-worker of
performance mode and sang along with us. The
Rod’s. He owes us one too!
delight on his face made the whole day’s effort
We weren’t quite done, as we had one more
worthwhile!
scheduled for Sunday evening at the Delta bowling
After that we hunted down Rod’s wife, who works
lanes. As Vern had to leave town earlier in the
in Delta, and his daughter, who lives right around
day, we had arranged for Gary Wilson to sing
the corner.
tenor. Also, Hank got a hold of us to see if we
Our return to Montrose took us to a tobacco shop,
could do a Happy Birthday, singing Valentine for a
where we sang to a young man who was quite
neighbor of their’s who is in the rehab facility at
animated and a bit embarrassed. He got his
Horizon, so we started there. It was pretty special
girlfriend on the phone and forced her to listen to
to see this lady’s response, as we caught her
us. Lots of laughing and fun with that one!
completely off guard. She told us she was
During some slack time Rod thought of some
“overwhelmed,” to which Gary replied, “Well, I’m
friends of his who are re-locating to Denver. They
under paid so we’re even!” We made it to the
were in the middle of packing and all the related
bowling lanes on time, sang to two ladies,
stress of moving, so the serenade was a nice
collected our hugs and left. It was a real privilege
respite. In a follow up email they expressed that
to sing with Gary.
they “…don’t know of anything nicer that’s ever
We all agreed it’s time to put those songs away for
happened to us! We absolutely loved it and you
now, but we also agreed the past three days was
made us very happy, feel very loved, and feel very
time well spent.
Keep the whole world singing!
Page 2 of 6 pages

BLACK CANYON BARBERSHOP CHORUS

www.blackcanyonchorus.org

MONTROSE COLORADO

Musings about singing Valentines
There is no doubt in my mind that we brought a
lot of joy into the community through our
singing on V-day. There are a lot of factors,
some of them subtle, that add or subtract from
what we do. I am convinced that it is the
combination of how we look, how we sound,
and how we feel and present ourselves that
makes the most difference.
For our quartet, there was quite a range of
'appreciation' from one singout to the next. We
drove about 120 miles, sang nineteen times,
and each committed about 8 hours to getting
ready, traveling, or singing on Friday. Only a
few of those singouts were paid gigs, but I am
quite sure that much of the joy that got spread
around on Friday will be remembered by both
the people we sang to, and to the members of
our quartet for quite a long time.
The fun we had doing it is part of what
Barbershopping is all about. The efforts of the
support people, especially Dennis, Carol, and
Bill made things go pretty smoothly during the
day. They don't get to see the expressions on
the faces of the people we meet during the day,
or directly experience some of the especially
memorable moments, but without their efforts
we wouldn't be able to pull it off.
For us, the feedback we get keeps us 'pumped
up' so we can keep going, longer than most of
our older bodies are used to, in one day.
Our efforts generated at least three more paid
gigs for this weekend. I think they also
significantly increased community awareness
of the Barbershop presence in our community,
and will enhance attendance at our show in
April.
For me, there was a special highlight near the
end of our day at Colorow when Barney asked
if we could go sing to a friend of his that is
temporarily staying there. Barney had just

By Chuck Frush

experienced some scary symptoms at the paid
gig we just sang there at Colorow, but he put
that aside and asked us if we had the energy to
sing for his friend, who was in her room at the
other end of the building. We found out where
her room was, sang to her, and the brightened
look on her face after we sang will stick with me
for a long time. I know we made a big
difference in her day, and it was a complete
surprise to her.
Barney wasn't feeling 'right' as we left Colorow,
and we hurried to get home, and get some rest.
Barney decided to get himself checked out at
the hospital, even though by the time we got
back to Montrose he was feeling much more
normal. He insisted that he was at no risk at all
to drive himself over to the hospital, but he did
want to get checked out, because some of the
symptoms he had seemed like he might have
had a mini-stroke. As we now know, they used
ultrasound imaging and found that he has a
95% blockage of his right carotid artery. He
stayed at the hospital overnight, and had a
diagnostic MRI.
Days like Friday bring us together in special
ways, that is part of what makes life great! So,
even though a lot of effort goes into the
planning and execution of a singing V-day, I
think it is definitely a plus for the community,
and especially good for those of us who get to
share our singing with a few special people
around the area.

Cheers, Chuck
Quartet members: Barny Barnett, Del Dyck, Larry
Cooper, and Chuck Frush
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2015 CHAPTER OFFICERS
(Term expires 12/31 in year shown
after office)
PRESIDENT (2015)
John Taylor
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Larry Wilkinson
SECRETARY (2016)
Chuck Frush
TREASURER (2016)
Rex Pierson
PROGRAM VP (2015)
Larry Cooper
MEMBERSHIP VP (2016)
Del Dyck
PUBLIC RELATIONS VP (2015)
Dennis Olmstead
MUSIC VP (2015)
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Bill Sutton
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (1 year terms)
Bob Brethouwer
John Thrasher
MUSICAL DIRECTOR:
MaryAnn Rathburn
Tom Chamberlain, Emeritus
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Carol Morrell
SERGEANT AT ARMS
Bob Brethouwer
SUNSHINE GUY
Rex Pierson
CHAPTER HISTORIAN
Tom Chamberlain

Don't worry about
avoiding
temptation.
As you grow older, it will
avoid you.
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Splinters from the Board
Notice: These are NOT the oﬃcial minutes and merely present
a tongue in cheek observation of our Board Meetings. Oﬃcial
minutes can be found on our website.
Carol told us about the success she
had sending out personal
invitations to an event and
suggested that we do something
similar to enhance our show
attendance. Everybody thought it
is a swell idea.

Coop suggested that
we rent a bus to deliver
old people from the
Cedaredge area to our
shows. Everybody
thought it is a swell
idea.

Sutton presented a new estimate to print the show programs we
voted to not have this year, but with the more reasonable bid,
everyone thought we should really have a program is a swell idea.
Lots of people kicked around the possibility
about having a grade school choir, a middle
school choir, or a high school choir appear on our
Delta Show. Everyone thought it is a swell idea.

Sutton asked about the
‘Award of Harmony’ for the
show. No one thought it is
a swell idea.

Rex suggested we have more
show advertisement at local
churches and maybe we should
invite them by mail. Everyone
thought it is a swell idea.

Someone suggested we sing ‘free’
Valentines to all our donors.
Everyone thought it is a swell
idea.

Coop said
Silverton will be
held on July 24 25 this year.
Everyone
thought it is a
swell idea.

President Taylor adjourned the meeting at 8:16 pm. Everyone
thought that was a swell idea.
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My wife says I never listen to her. At least
that's what I think she said.
Dr. Bob sent me this in honor of having these guys back
on our shows, and especially Brain Beck who was on our
stage in 1977 with Dealer’s Choice
This is a Dr. Bob poster.
John Reick
Chuck Frush
Lee Erven

Feb. 27
March 2
March 12

We don’t stop singing because we get old,
we get old because we stop singing.

Birthdays are good for
you. The more you have,
the longer you live.

Chapter Quartets

FOURMATA
Contact: Bill Sutton 874-9280

Old age is when it
takes longer to rest
than to get tired.
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Lee had to actually develop a Quicken program for his
new MAC.
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What a challenge! He knew what
he wanted COLORADO
to have in
mem
his software system, but had no idea of how to develop a
outnu
program allowing him to do what he wanted to do. So, if
tinue
Stamp
you can believe this, he worked with Apple to develop
a
I
new program. They suggested he buy a software program
here Prisc
called "Numbers," and told them they would help him modchoru
ify it to create a software system that would allow Lee to
good
do what he wanted to do. So he worked with the Apple
tinue
program people and ended up with a software program
I already
want
to a system that he ex- audie
that would
allow him
to develop
to do
plained to us
on theaBoard
Take
Naplast week.
churc

Teach the Children
to Sing

If any ofTomorrow
you might be interested in learning what he
tende
did, just call him. He loved doing it, and continues to imget th
prove
it,
and
LOVES
to
talk
about
it.
And
not
because
he
Mountain Talk Page 13 July 2012
A
wants to brag about it, he was just very excited about what
1943 Spring Drive
CHAPTER MISSION STATEMENT
Boar
he was exactly able to do, on his own. He will be able to
"Flourishing and growing as individuals, as a
Delta, CO 81416
chap
and expenses
April 26-27 separate revenues
chorus, and as a chapter by singing in an
find w
Chapter
Quartets
RMD NEWS
Rocky Mountain Harmony
forCollege
all of our paid activities,
annual
atmosphere of musical excellence and by
(T, L, Br, Bs)
SPRING
CONVENTION
For Every Member
shows, Harmony Showcases
Int’l Quartet Prelims
promoting harmony in our lives, our
Fastlane
September 28-29
Singing Valentines,(with
ElkDenver
programs,
Red Lion Inn (Stapleton)
Mile High)
relationships, and our community."
FALL CONVENTION
Denver, Colorado
etc,
and
do
the
same
with
of
Paul Dover
303all
471-2225
Albuquerque
our “overhead” spebsqsa@comcast.net
activities,
our
Doyle Cline, Paul Dover
For those of us who do not live in the
COMPLIMENTARY
THE CANYON CHORDS
chapter
share of yearly
BHS Gian
dues,
Gray Jackson,
Porro
Rocky Mountain
Harmony
College will
beautiful state of New Mexico, I strongly
NOT be in Estes Park in February
2013.fees, coffee revenues,
BULLETIN EDITOR/PUBLISHERsuggest that you bring your wife and visit
director
Grace Notes
COPY
It will be held in conjunction
with the
Old Town Albuquerque, and Santa Fe as
Jerry Hooper
etc.303 278-1762
Bill Sutton
Spring Convention in April. church rental expenses,
well if you have the time (spend an extra

1943 Spring Drive
Delta CO 81416
Phone/FAX 874-9280
e-mail: williesut@aol.com

day or two if you can).
We’ll crown a new District Quartet
Champion, our choruses will compete for
the opportunity to represent the RMD in
Toronto, and the convention will be full of
fun and educational opportunities to sing
throughout the weekend.
Registration forms are on the District
website <www.RMDsing.org> as well as
links to the headquarters hotel lodging
reservation process and Kiva Auditorium
information.

The President's Corner with John Taylor

As a gentle reminder, the RMD has
negotiated the best room rate possible for
a block of hotel sleeping rooms, and
when you use these rooms, our Association of Chapters benefits with low-cost or
no-cost space for chorus rehearsal ballrooms, classrooms, and meeting room
space, etc.

With the retirement of Dr. Dan Clark,
RMD BOTY, last year, Jeff Click has
returned to the office of Music and Performance VP for the RMD, and is planning another outstanding Rocky Mountain
Harmony College. It will be full of the
classes and coaching we have come to
expect with the intensive learning experience of Rocky Mountain Harmony College, and will have the additional appeal
of a high powered Saturday night show
with the International Quartet Prelim
qualifiers added to the performance
lineup. EVERYONE will want to attend
this show of champions!

Well, Valentine’s Day has come and gone and the next
SUMMER FESTIVALS
The RMD has three fabulous festibig event for us is our April 10th and 11th shows. I’m not
vals every summer, and every barbersure how we did money-wise for Valentines but
shopper should get to at least one of
them.
if we did swell or were shot to hell,Please
it wasn’t
for
lack
of
do not think of lodging outside
July 20-21
Silverton
of theDennis
RMD room certainly
block. Doing sodid
might
effort from a few of our members.
save you $5 - $10 per night, and then
www.barbershopsingingmontrose.yolasite.com
costs the District
hundred
of dollars
in
his part in the advertising department
and Bill
helped
with
Aug 17-18
rental of meeting room space for our
Harmony Happening in the Hills
printed materials. I don’t knowevents.
how That’s
many
ofDistrict
us spent
YOUR
dollars beat Mt. Rushmore
wasted unnecessarily. Thanks for
www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org
much time posting posters and ing
I did
not
seeas aa lot
around,
lodging
together
District
family
Sunday, Aug 26
you can enjoy the
fellowship),
but then I don’t get out much. (where
Boulder Chautauqua
and saving ourselves a boatload of
www.harmonize.com/timberliners
It appears that we could money.
use a few more quartets.
Rocky Road did most of the singing in Telluride. It is
difficult for many of us to promote an extension of
You're getting old
ourselves and not be sure it is a quality act. The two or
when you don't
three quartets that we have, do qualify as quality, but as a
care
where your
chorus we need a few more folks who sing tenor or
spouse goes, just as
baritone to build some new quartets.
long as you don't
Anyway, let’s get behind the advertising and
have to go along.
support for our Country Roads Show. We want to fill
every seat at both venues and make Delta and Montrose
Counties aware of us as a contender.
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JerMarHooper@aol.com
Del Miller, Joe Gibson
Bob Dickman, Jerry Hooper

Ignition!
(with Denver Mile High)
Curtis Terry 303 364-5800
curlymt@comcast.net
Dan Testa, Curtis Terry
Ryan Wilson, Denny Malone

Rocky Mountain Magic
Dick Cable 303 973-9217
Mountain
Talk Page 5
dac2934@gmail.com
Jim Darling, Doug Kulesa, Nelson
McNulty, Ralph Fennell, Dick Cable

Joyful Noise
Tony Pranaitis 303 233-6234
TonyChiro@juno.com
Al and Bunny Klinger
Tony and Nancy Pranaitis

UltraSoniX
Damian Berger 720 962-6527
damian@e-oasis.com
Dave Myers, Ted Cluett
Tony Pranaitis, Damian Berger

